7-Eleven starts its own EV
charging network, 7Charge

Enlarge / 7Charge is the nation’s newest EV charging network,
courtesy of 7-Eleven.
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7-Eleven is starting its own charging network. The chain of
convenience stores has launched 7Charge, which it says
“delivers a convenient and reliable fast-charging experience
at select 7-Eleven stores in the US, and is coming soon to
Canada.” There’s already a smartphone app in Apple’s and
Google’s stores, but we don’t know how many chargers 7-Eleven
plans to deploy or a timeline for when that might happen.

“For over 95 years, 7-Eleven has innovated to meet our
customers’ needs—delivering convenience where, when and how
they want it,” said Joe DePinto, president and CEO of
7-Eleven. “Now, we are innovating once again to meet our
customers where they are by expanding our business to provide
EV drivers convenience of the future.. today.”

7-Eleven says its proprietary network will “offer new levels
of convenience and coordination to customers looking for a
seamless charging and payment experience.” That may mean it
will include “plug and charge,” the IS0 15118 protocol that
handles billing after the car handshakes with the charger, but
plug and charge is far from universally implemented in new
EVs. After playing with the app for a few minutes, it appears
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you can also pay by scanning a QR code on the charger.
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= The 7Charge app is already live, but it will only be of
use to a small percentage of US EV drivers right now.

» Colorado has more 7-Eleven chargers than California.

» There are currently no 7Charge chargers outside of the
Dallas-Fort Worth area in Texas.

= Central Florida is well-represented. But most of the
chargers in these four states predate an unfulfilled
promise to roll out 500 new charger ports by the end of
last year.

 The app also shows charger status.

We can expect the 7Charge chargers to cater to both CCS and
CHAdeMO plug types, but we don’t know what power levels to
expect. Right now, the chargers already deployed max out at 90
KW.

As of today, there are 32 DC fast chargers on the 7Charge
network, split up between California, Colorado, Florida, and
Texas. That's only a few more than there were in 2021, when 7-
Eleven announced it would roll out 500 charging ports by the
end of 2022. For context, there are more than 9,000 7-Eleven
stores just in the US.

It’s also unclear whether the 7Charge chargers will only be
deployed at corporate-owned stores; most North American 7-
Elevens are franchises and may not have the funding or
inclination to go through the permitting and installation
process. Ars has reached out to 7-Eleven for more details, and
we'll update this article if we receive more information.
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