
Amazon CEO Mandates Employees
Work in the Office 5 Days Per
Week  Starting  January:
‘Strengthening  Our  Culture
Remains a Top Priority’
Amazon CEO Andy Jassy made a case — and a mandate — for in-
office work on Monday.

In a publicly available message, Jassy said that Amazon’s 1.5
million-plus employees must return to the office five days per
week starting January 2. Amazon is also bringing back desk
assignments  to  the  offices  that  had  that  structure  pre-
pandemic.

Jassy positioned the move as a better way to work and a return
to life before Covid.

“We’ve observed that it’s easier for our teammates to learn,
model, practice, and strengthen our culture; collaborating,
brainstorming, and inventing are simpler and more effective;
teaching and learning from one another are more seamless; and,
teams  tend  to  be  better  connected  to  one  another,”  Jassy
stated.
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Jassy also said that situations that require remote work like
sickness,  an  emergency,  or  being  on  the  road  are  still
acceptable.

However, these examples of remote work are the exception to
the new rule, not the norm.

Related: Here’s How Much Money U.S. Employees Will Sacrifice
to Avoid Returning to the Office, According to a New Study

Amazon employees have been back in the office at least three
days per week as of February 2023. A July report from Bamboo
HR showed that one in four executives secretly hoped employees
would quit over stricter return-to-office policies.
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“Strengthening our culture remains a top priority for the s-
team [senior leadership team] and me. And, I think about it
all the time,” he wrote. “We want to operate like the world’s
largest startup.”

Under the new policy, working from home two days per week is
no more. The office culture is returning to how it was before
the pandemic, to strengthen work culture and drive better
results, Jassy explained.

Related: Dell Reportedly Told Remote Employees to Come Back to
the Office or Forgo the Chance to Be Promoted

Amazon joins companies like Salesforce and Walmart that have
implemented stricter return-to-work policies.
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