Apple 1Phone 15 and 15 Plus
review: mainstream crossovers

There probably isn’t much you don’t know about the iPhone 15
and 15 Plus. Much like the iPhone 14 and 14 Plus, the iPhone
15 models repackage many, but not all, of the features found
in last year’s Pro lineup at a lower price. There’s the
Dynamic Island instead of a notch, a higher-resolution 48-
megapixel camera, the Al6 Bionic processor pulled from the
iPhone 14 Pro, and an all-new USB-C port in place of the
Lightning connector.

But the $799 iPhone 15 or $899 iPhone 15 Plus isn’t for the
person who 1is cataloging every spec and feature difference
year after year. It’s not for the person demanding the
absolute best camera, most cutting-edge processor, and
fanciest design; that person should just buy the iPhone 15 Pro
or 15 Pro Max.

The regular iPhone 15 (or 15 Plus if you want a bigger screen)
is the phone for you if you have a three- or four-year-old
iPhone 12 or 11 (or even older) that isn’t keeping up anymore
or has a brutally cracked screen. Or maybe you’'re a teenager
getting your first phone that’s not a hand-me-down from your
parents or older siblings. You use your phone as a tool for
communication, for entertainment, for social media, for taking
photos, and for all of the other things in modern life that
dictate we need a smartphone, but you don’t need the most
expensive device to do those things. You are going to find a
lot of new things and a lot to like in the iPhone 15 or 15
Plus.

I won't say the iPhone 15 or 15 Plus are the right phones for
most people — Apple continues to sell a lot of Pro models
every year, even at their higher prices. There are reasons for
that: I was hoping to see Apple bring its Pro-level display
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features like high refresh rates and always-on screens to the
standard line this year, and that didn’t happen.
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Complicating the matter is the fact that Apple is still
selling the iPhone 14 and 14 Plus for $100 less than the
iPhone 15 models. Contrary to last year, I think there are
enough improvements here over the iPhone 14 generation to
justify springing for the iPhone 15 — you get a better camera,
the Dynamic Island, and more convenient charging. But I know
there are a lot of people who will just go for the cheapest
iPhone they can get and be perfectly happy with it. (Apple
will also sell you an iPhone 13 from two years ago if you want
to save even more money.)

Overall, and obviously, the iPhone 15 and 15 Plus are good, if
not excellent, phones. (That'’'s kind of inevitable when we’re
on the 15th generation of a device, but I digress.) But they
aren’t interesting or pushing the envelope in any way, and I
don’t think Apple will ever use this model for that purpose.
Instead, the iPhone 15 and 15 Plus are dependable, reliable
phones with some modern features thrown in the mix.
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The design of the iPhone 15 and 15 Plus
isn’t radically different from all the
models dating back to the iPhone 12, when
Apple debuted the current iPhone design
language. It’s still glass on the front
and back with a squared-off aluminum
frame.

But Apple did make some tweaks, and the
result is a more comfortable device to
hold in your hand. The hard edges of the
aluminum frame have been slightly
rounded, and the glossy back glass has
been swapped for “color-infused” glass
with a satin or matte finish. The edges
of the phone don’t cut into my hand like



the older models did, and these tweaks
even make it somewhat comfortable to hold
the large iPhone 15 Plus without the aid
of a PopSocket or other grip. The whole
thing just feels slightly softened and
nicer to hold than the prior models.
Aside from the difference in screen size
and battery capacity, the iPhone 15 and
15 Plus are identical.

Of course, if you’re 1like the vast
majority of people who will buy the
iPhone 15 or 15 Plus and immediately put
a case on it, you can go ahead and forget
all about that last paragraph. Matte
glass tends to be more slippery than
glossy glass in my experience, so 1it’'s a
wise idea to use a case anyway. The
iPhone 15 models do inherit the easier
repairability of last year’s generation,
so 1f it does break, it should be fairly
straightforward to get repaired either by
Apple, a third party, or even yourself.

The other thing you can ignore when you
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use a case 1is the iPhone 15’'s color
options. There are five colors this year,
including standard black, and frankly,
they suck. Apple talked a big game about
the infusion of color in the back glass
during its event announcing the 1iPhone
15, but in person, it’s really hard to
appreciate. They are so desaturated,
particularly on the blue model, that it
feels like a crime to even call them
colored. The best color of the group is
perhaps the pink one, but even that 1is
too pastel and millennial pink-y - I’d
love to see some more saturation in the
colors of next year’s phones.

Apple didn’t use any corny marketing
names for the iPhone 15’s colors, so
here’s what I came up with during an
interminable layover fever dream at an
airport:

-Yup, 1it’s black
-Barely blue (Google’'s not using it
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anymore, seems fair game to me)
-Almost green

-Maybe yellow

-Millennial pink

Colors aside, the thing I most appreciate
about the iPhone 15 and 15 Plus 1s their
weight or, more accurately, lack of 1it.
Coming from my own personal iPhone 13 Pro
that feels like an absolute brick, the 15
and 15 Plus are much more manageable. The
15 Plus is 201g, one gram lighter than my
13 Pro, despite its much larger screen,
and the iPhone 15, at 171g, is 23 grams
lighter than an iPhone 11l. Given that
Apple no longer sells an iPhone Mini
model, i1f you want a small and light
modern iPhone, the iPhone 15 1s your best
option.
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As part of the remixing of the iPhone 14
Pro’s features, both the iPhone 15 and 15
Plus have the Dynamic Island display
cutout in place of the long-standing
notch. It works exactly the same as it
does on the iPhone Pro models that have
it, providing a new space for system
alerts like Face ID authentication or
Bluetooth headphone connections and
ongoing 1information 1like currently
playing music or the status of your
indefinitely delayed flight. It’'s full of
whimsical and informative animations that



inject some life into a spot of the phone
that most people are accustomed to
ignoring entirely, and as someone who
doesn’t have it on their personal phone,
I've enjoyed using it a lot.

Because the Dynamic Island was limited to
the 1iPhone 14 Pro and Pro Max last year,
adoption by developers has been rather
slow, with only a handful of apps really
making use of it in clever ways. But now
that the Dynamic Island is standard
across the iPhone 15 lineup, I'm hopeful
that we’ll get more apps taking advantage
of it.
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i1Phone 15 and 15 Plus stick
with a two-camera setup:
main and ultrawide.

Another feature 1inherited
from the i1Phone 14 Pro 1is a
48-megapixel maln camera
resolution, a significant
step up from the 12-
megaplixel cameras that have
been on 1Phones since
2015's 1Phone 6S. The
iPhone 15’'s 48-megapixel
camera 1s not the same one
from the iPhone 14 Pro or



15 Pro, however - Apple
claims 1it’'’s an “all-new”

sensor designed
specifically for the 1iPhone
15 and 15 Plus.

Translation: 1t’'s not as
good as what you get in the
Pro models. It’s a smaller
physical sensor and has a
different lens with a 26mm
equivalent field of view.

By default, the 1Phone 15
captures a 24-megapixel
image, which 1t builds
using data from both 12-



megapixel and 48-megapixel
captures. This new
resolution provides more
room for cropping or
blowing up a picture 1n a
print than the 12
megapixels did Dbefore,
without severely impacting
file sizes. A typical 12-
megapixel image using
Apple’s HEIF format 1is
about two megabytes; a 24-
megapixel shot 1s about
three megabytes. You can
opt to only capture 12-
megapixel 1images 1f you're



running low on space, too.

You can also opt to capture
full-resolution 48 -
megapixel 1mages 1n elther
HEIF or JPEG formats. This
does give you the full
resolution of the sensor,
but I don’t +think most
people should ever use this
feature - <comparing 24-
megapixel and 48-megapixel
images side by side shows
similar amounts of detail.
The downside to capturing
shots at 48 megapixels 1is



they are double the file
size of 24-megapixel
images; that will eat up
your phone’s internal
storage in a hurry.

Images captured by this new
high-resolution sensor are
instantly recognizable as
1Phone shots, but Apple has
tweaked 1ts HDR algorithms
to allow brighter
highlights than 1in years
past. That has the effect
of making images feel less
“flattened” and more



dynamic than with older
1Phones. Colors are also
vibrant and saturated — not
as much as Samsung tends to
do, but more than shots
from a mirrorless camera
will be — and look great on
the mobile screens they are
typically viewed on.

The other thing the 48-
megapixel sensor allows for
1s a software-defined 2x
lens that punches into the
center rectangle of the
sensor and outputs a 12-



megapixel shot. The 1Phone
15 and 15 Plus still don't
have a dedicated telephoto
camera (for that, you’ll
need to buy a Pro model),
so this option provides a
way to get slightly closer
to your subject, even 1if
1t’s 1little more than a
digital crop. I like it for
portrait shots more than
anything else, but I still
would have preferred to
have a dedicated telephoto
camera with more reach.
Maybe next year, but I'm



not holding my breath.

As best as I can tell, the
1Phone 15's ultrawide
camera 1s unchanged from
the 1Phone 14’'s, which 1s a
little disappointing. It’s
12 megapixels, has a 120-
degree field of view (13mm
equivalent), and lacks
autofocus, which means 1t
can't do any of the fun
macro close-up tricks the
Pro models offer. Colors
from the camera are similar
to the main sensor, so



things generally match, but
the overall quality isn't
there. It’s good when you
need to capture everyone 1n
a Llarge group shot, but
most people should stick
with the mailn camera
whenever possible.
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Video recording 1is largely
the same - up to 4K60,
including Dolby Vision HDR
— but you can now smoothly
zoom to the 2x setting
while shooting. The
Cinematic mode 1lets you
shoot in up to 4K30 and
zoom 1n to 3x. I’'ve never
once used this mode to



shoot video 1in the two
years 1t’'’s been out and
don’t know anyone that
does, but hey, 1it’s there.
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It’s become a
common refrain
among the tech
pundit class to
refer to
smartphones as



appliances, things
we need and buy
when the old one
breaks or needs
replacement, 1like

ovens and
refrigerators. I
think a more

accurate metaphor
for phones 1s a



car.

Most people do not
buy new cars very
often. When they
do, 1t’s because
their old car no
longer serves
thelir needs:
perhaps 1t’s too
small for their



growing family or
it’s gotten too
run down or 1it’s
consuming too much
fuel as gas prices
continue to rise.
It's a major
purchase, one that
1s exciting for
the first few



weeks or months
you have 1t - you
test-drive a few
models, find the
one that best fits
your needs and
your budget, and
pick out the
color that vyou
like. After a few



months, the new
car 1s no longer
exciting; i1t’s
just a thing you
need to use to get
to work, to
school, to the
store, or wherever
else you need to

go.



The 1Phone 15 and
15 Plus are
capable, reliable,
and practical
phones that will
have no problem
lasting four or
more years of use

Smartphones are a
lot 1like that. A



new phone 1s a
major purchase for
a lot of people,
and getting a new
one can be an
exciting event
(especially 1f
you're a teenager
and you're finally
getting the phone



you’'ve spent years
begging your
parents for). But
after a while,
i1t’s just a means
to an end, a thing
you use to keep 1in
contact with
friends or family,
keep vourself



entertained, or do
your job.

In this metaphor,
the 1Phone 15 and
15 Plus remind me
a lot of a
mainstream

crossover, like a
Honda CR-V or
Toyota RAV4. (If



you're curious
what the Pro
models would be,
I'd place them as
a more cutting-
edge EV.) They are
not the least
expensive phones
on the market,
thelir processor



isn’t the fastest
you can buy, and
the design 1sn’t
going to turn
heads or make
anyone say wow.
These aren’t the
platform to
showcase Apple’s
latest and



greatest 1deas and
technologies.

But they are
capable,
practical,
reliable, and
accessible enough
that a Llot of
people are goilng
to find these



phones very
suitable for their
needs. And they
will do a great
job as their phone
for the next three
to four years
until they are
ready to get a new
ohe.



Photography by Dan
Seifert / The
Verge

Correction,

September 19th,
2023, 9:25AM ET:
An earlier version
of this review
stated that you
can capture 48-



megapixel 1mages
in RAW format. The
48-megapixel shots
are limited to
HEIF and JPEG file
formats. We regret
the error.
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Every smart device
now requires Yyou
to agree to a
series of terms
and conditions
before you can use
i1t - contracts



that no one
actually reads.
It’s impossible
for us to read and
analyze every
single one of
these agreements.
But we’re going to
start counting
exactly how many



times you have to
hit “agree” to use
devices when we
review them since
these are
agreements most
people don’t read
and definitely
can’t negotiate.

To use any of the



1Phone 15 models,

you have to agree
to:

‘The 10S terms
and conditions,
which you can
have sent to you
by email

‘Apple’s warranty



agreement, which
you can have
sent to you by
emalil

These agreements
are nonnegotiable,
and you cannot use
the phone at all
1f you don’t agree
to then.



The 1Phone also
prompts you to set
up Apple Cash and
Apple Pay at
setup, which
further means you
have to agree to:

‘The Apple Cash
agreement, which



specifies that

services are
actually

provided by
Green Dot Bank
and Apple
Payments Inc.
and further

consists of the
following



agreements:
‘The Apple Cash

terms and
conditions

‘The electronic
communications
agreement

‘The Green Dot
Bank privacy

policy



Direct payments
terms and
conditions
Direct payments
privacy notice
‘Apple Payments
Inc. license

If you add a
credit card to
Apple Pay, you



have to agree to:

‘The terms from
your credit card
provider, which
do not have an
option to be
emaliled

Final tally: two
mandatory



agreements, S1X

optional

agreements for
Apple Cash, and
one optional
agreement for

Apple Pay.



