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On  Friday,  Arizona  State  University’s  Sandra  Day  O’Connor
College of Law announced that prospective students would be
allowed to use AI tools, such as OpenAI’s ChatGPT, to assist
in preparing their applications, according to a report by
Reuters.

This decision comes a week after the University of Michigan
Law School notably decided to ban such AI tools, highlighting
the  diverse  policies  different  universities  are  adopting
related to AI’s role in student applications.

Arizona State’s law school says that applicants who use AI
tools must clearly disclose that fact, and they must also
ensure  that  the  submitted  information  is  accurate.  This
parallels the school’s existing requirement for applicants to
certify if they have used a professional consultant to help
with their application.

The law school’s dean, Stacy Leeds, stated that the new policy
acknowledges the increasing use of AI tools among lawyers and
law students. Leeds emphasized that students cannot use AI to
generate false information, adding that they still need to
“communicate their own life.”
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Released in November, ChatGPT is an AI assistant application
that can perform analysis and also compose text in different
styles, depending on what the user requests. Its appearance,
followed  by  similar  tools  from  other  vendors,  sparked  an
existential  crisis  among  some  educators  who  worry  that
students will use it to complete assignments without learning
the material.

Some university professors, such as Ethan Mollick of Wharton
School  in  Pennsylvania,  have  taken  a  more  open  approach,
recognizing that the use of tools like ChatGPT among some
students is inevitable. Mollick’s policy states that students
must be able to vouch for the accuracy of their work, no
matter how it was composed. Also, students must disclose their
use of AI tools to the professor.

Leeds  believes  that  generative  AI,  widely  available  to
applicants  regardless  of  their  economic  situation,  can
potentially level the playing field for those who might not be
able to afford to hire a professional consultant—some of which
charge hundreds of thousands of dollars in fees.

Despite  the  new  policy,  Reuters  reports  that  officially
sanctioned ChatGPT use at the Arizona State law school is
limited  to  applications  for  now.  The  school  is  still
formulating regulations for AI usage within coursework and the
classroom. Soon, ASU plans to provide educational videos to
guide prospective students about acceptable uses and potential
pitfalls of AI.
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