
Ars Live: CTA policy expert
explains why tariff stacking
is a nightmare

Earlier this month, Ars spoke with the Consumer Technology
Association’s  vice  president  of  international  trade,  Ed
Brzytwa, to check in and see how tech firms have navigated
Donald Trump’s unpredictable tariff regimes so far.

Brzytwa has led CTA’s research helping tech firms prepare for
Trump’s trade war, but during our talk, he confirmed that “the
reality has been a lot more difficult and far worse, because
of not just the height of the tariffs, but the variability,
the tariffs on, tariffs off.”

[embedded content]

Our discussion with Ed Brzytwa. Click here for transcript.
Currently, every tech company is in a “slightly different
position,”  depending  on  its  specific  supply  chains,  he
explained. However, until semiconductor tariffs are announced,
“it’s impossible” for any tech company to make the kind of
long-term plans that could help keep consumer prices low as
Trump’s negotiations with foreign partners and investigations
into various products drag on, Brzytwa said.

Ahead of the busy holiday shopping season, Brzytwa suggested
that many companies may be prepared to maintain prices, based
on front-loading of inventory by firms in anticipation of more
complicated tariff regimes coming. But some companies, notably
in the video game industry, have already begun warning of
tariff-related  price  hikes,  Brzytwa  noted,  and  for  others
likely delaying for as long as they can, there remains a
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question of “what happens when that inventory disappears?”
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