Bonkers CDC vaccine meeting
ends with vote to keep COVID
shot access

At one point, Hillary Blackburn, a pharmacist and daughter-in-
law of Sen. Marsha Blackburn (R-Tenn.), noted that her mother
developed lung cancer two years after getting a COVID-19
vaccine, suggesting, without any evidence, that there could be
a link. Evelyn Griffin, an obstetrician and gynecologist in
Louisiana who reportedly lost her job for refusing to get a
COVID-19 vaccine, meanwhile, did her own research and tried to
suggest that the mRNA in mRNA vaccines could be turned into
DNA inside human cells and integrate into our genetic
material. She made this assertion to a scientist at Pfizer (a
maker of an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine), asking him to respond.

With admirable composure, the Pfizer scientist explained that
it was not biologically plausible: “RNA cannot reverse
transcribe to DNA and transport from the cytoplasm to the
nucleus and then integrate. That requires a set of molecules
and enzymes that don’t exist in humans and are largely
reserved for retroviruses.”

At the very start of the meeting, liaisons from mainstream
medical organizations pressed that the ACIP committee needs to
ditch such anecdotal nonsense and unvetted data, and return to
the high-quality framework for evidence-based decision-making
that ACIP has used in the past, which involves comprehensive,
methodical evaluations.

Retsef Levi, who works on operations management and has
publicly said that COVID-19 vaccines should be removed from
the market, responded by falsely claiming that there are no
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high-quality clinical trials to show vaccine safety, so calls
to return to methodological rigor for policy making are
hypocritical. “With all due respect, I just encourage all of
us to be a little bit more humble,” Levi, who was the head of
the ACIP’'s COVID-19 working group, said.

During his response, a hot mic picked up someone saying,
“You're an idiot.” It’s unclear who the speaker was—or how
many other people they were speaking for.

This post was updated to include the adoption of the
recommendation by the CDC.
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