Chadwick Boseman, star of
Black Panther, dies at 43
after four-year battle with
cancer

cancer for four years, according to a statement posted on his
Twitter account.

“It is with immeasurable grief that we confirm the passing of
Chadwick Boseman,” the statement reads. “It was the honor of
his life to bring King T’'Challa to life in Black Panther.”

Boseman worked on a number of films and TV shows over the last
two decades, including 42 where he portrayed iconic baseball
player Jackie Robinson, James Brown in Get on Up, and Spike
Lee’s Da 5 Bloods, but he was best known for his role as Black
Panther in the Marvel Cinematic Universe. Boseman first took
on the role as T’Challa in Marvel’'s 2016 film, Captain
America: Civil War, before starring in his own Black Panther
film in 2018.
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“Chadwick’s passing is absolutely devastating,” Kevin Feige,
head of Marvel Studios, said in a statement to The Hollywood
Reporter. "“He was our T’'Challa, our Black Panther, and our
dear friend. Each time he stepped on set, he radiated charisma
and joy, and each time he appeared on screen, he created
something truly indelible. He embodied a lot of amazing people
in his work, and nobody was better at bringing great men to
life. He was as smart and kind and powerful and strong as any
person he portrayed. Now he takes his place alongside them as
an icon for the ages.”

By March 2018, Black Panther had become the 12th highest
grossing movie of all time and the highest grossing movie of
all time directed by a Black director (Ryan Coogler),
according to Forbes. Black Panther was heralded for being one
of the first mainstream, big budget superhero films to have a
majority Black cast, with Boseman’s performance praised by
critics. Boseman was set to reprise his role as King T’Challa
in the Black Panther sequel, due out in 2022.

“A true fighter, Chadwick persevered through it all, and
brought you many of the films that you have come to love so
much,” the statement reads. “From Marshall to Da 5 Bloods,
August Wilson'’s Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom and several more, all
were filmed during and between countless surgeries and
chemotherapy.”

The statement posted on Boseman’s account noted that Boseman
died with his “wife and family by his side.”

Friends, colleagues, and fans of Boseman tweeted out their own
tributes to the actor, sharing memories of their time
together. Some are collected below.

THANK YOU @chadwickboseman for all you gave us. We needed it
& will always cherish it! A talented & giving artist &
brother who will be sorely missed RIP

— Samuel L. Jackson (@SamuellJackson) August 29, 2020
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All I have to say 1is the tragedies amassing this year have
only been made more profound by the loss of #ChadwickBoseman.
What a man, and what an immense talent. Brother, you were one
of the all time greats and your greatness was only beginning.
Lord love ya. Rest in power, King.

— Mark Ruffalo (@MarkRuffalo) August 29, 2020

In power
Eternally in power

— Barry Jenkins (@BarryJenkins) August 29, 2020

I’'m absolutely devastated. This is beyond heartbreaking.

Chadwick was special. A true original. He was a deeply
committed and constantly curious artist. He had so much
amazing work still left to create. I’'m endlessly grateful for
our friendship. Rest in power, King
pic.twitter.com/oBERXIlw66Z

— Chris Evans (@ChrisEvans) August 29, 2020

Heartbroken. My friend and fellow Bison Chadwick Boseman was
brilliant, kind, learned, and humble. He left too early but
his life made a difference. Sending my sincere condolences to
his family. pic.twitter.com/C5xGkUi90Z

— Kamala Harris (@KamalaHarris) August 29, 2020
I don’t have words. Rest In Peace, Bruh. Thank you for all

you did while you were here. Thank you for being a friend.
You are loved. You will be missed. https://t.co/8rK4dWmorq

— Sterling K Brown (@5terlingKBrown) August 29, 2020
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