China publicly discloses plan
for a lunar landing within
three years

Chinese space officials confirmed this weekend that the Asian
nation plans to land its astronauts on the Moon within three
years.

At the Seventh Manned Spaceflight Conference in Beijing,
officials, including Wang Xiang, chief designer for the lunar
exploration program, laid out the country’s most publicly
detailed plans yet for a series of missions leading up to a
crewed lunar landing “before 2030.”

China’s lunar landings will involve a lunar-orbit rendezvous
similar to what NASA did in the 1960s and early 1970s with the
Apollo program. However, lacking a rocket as powerful as the
Saturn V vehicle, the crew and lunar lander will launch
separately to the Moon.
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