
Elon Musk Says He’s Raising
Tesla  Engineer  Salaries
Because  OpenAI  Has  Been
Aggressively  Poaching  Them
With Massive Paydays

This article originally appeared on Business Insider.

AI engineers working at Tesla may have Sam Altman and OpenAI
to thank for their salary bumps.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk said on Wednesday that his company is
increasing the compensation packages for those working on the
AI engineering team. The pay raise, Musk said, was in response
to OpenAI’s attempts to poach Tesla’s engineers.

Tesla is increasing comp (contingent on progress milestones)
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of our AI engineering team

— Elon Musk (@elonmusk) April 3, 2024

“They have been aggressively recruiting Tesla engineers with
massive  compensation  offers  and  have  unfortunately  been
successful  in  a  few  cases,”  Musk  said  of  OpenAI’s  hiring
efforts in an X post on Wednesday.

Musk  made  the  remarks  in  response  to  a  story  by  The
Information that was published on the same day. According to
the report, Tesla machine-learning scientist Ethan Knight is
moving over to join Musk’s AI company, xAI.

“Ethan was going to join OpenAI, so it was either xAI or
them,” Musk wrote on X.

Ethan was going to join OpenAI, so it was either xAI or them.

They have been aggressively recruiting Tesla engineers with
massive  compensation  offers  and  have  unfortunately  been
successful in a few cases.

— Elon Musk (@elonmusk) April 3, 2024

Representatives for OpenAI did not immediately respond to a
request for comment from Business Insider sent outside regular
business hours.

Competition  for  AI  talent  has  been  heating  up  as  tech
companies race to become dominant players in the field. Aside
from offering eye-watering salaries, some Big Tech leaders
have  adopted  a  personal  touch  when  it  comes  to  wooing
engineers.

Meta’s Mark Zuckerberg has been reportedly writing personal
emails  to  AI  researchers  at  Google’s  DeepMind,  per  The
Information. In fact, Zuckerberg’s Meta has even offered jobs
to candidates without conducting any interviews, the outlet

https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1775645051017719913?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://x.com/elonmusk/status/1775608815901454380?s=20
https://affiliate.insider.com/?h=545591b753fcf0fdcd84276e79888218c44b327e3219d790f2d990466ccf41cc&platform=browser&postID=660e1a57805d055e27840d3f&postSlug=elon-musk-says-openai-has-been-poaching-tesla-engineers-aggressively-2024-4&site=bi&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theinformation.com%2Farticles%2Fmusks-xai-is-poaching-engineers-from-tesla
https://affiliate.insider.com/?h=545591b753fcf0fdcd84276e79888218c44b327e3219d790f2d990466ccf41cc&platform=browser&postID=660e1a57805d055e27840d3f&postSlug=elon-musk-says-openai-has-been-poaching-tesla-engineers-aggressively-2024-4&site=bi&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theinformation.com%2Farticles%2Fmusks-xai-is-poaching-engineers-from-tesla
https://twitter.com/elonmusk/status/1775608815901454380?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://www.businessinsider.com/mark-zuckerberg-recruiting-google-ai-talent-with-personal-emails-2024-3
https://www.businessinsider.com/mark-zuckerberg-recruiting-google-ai-talent-with-personal-emails-2024-3
https://affiliate.insider.com/?h=0d249c82f18a55196d48fe76b74ef8b4af470228cd687f3093048b59523df2f0&platform=browser&postID=660e1a57805d055e27840d3f&postSlug=elon-musk-says-openai-has-been-poaching-tesla-engineers-aggressively-2024-4&site=bi&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theinformation.com%2Farticles%2Fmeta-joins-the-ai-talent-war-with-quick-offers-emails-from-zuckerberg%3Frc%3Dnytiul
https://affiliate.insider.com/?h=0d249c82f18a55196d48fe76b74ef8b4af470228cd687f3093048b59523df2f0&platform=browser&postID=660e1a57805d055e27840d3f&postSlug=elon-musk-says-openai-has-been-poaching-tesla-engineers-aggressively-2024-4&site=bi&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theinformation.com%2Farticles%2Fmeta-joins-the-ai-talent-war-with-quick-offers-emails-from-zuckerberg%3Frc%3Dnytiul


reported.

It’s not just Zuckerberg’s who’s had to do personal reachouts.
Google  cofounder  Sergey  Brin  had  to  personally  call  an
employee  who  was  thinking  of  leaving  Google  for  OpenAI.
According  to  The  Information’s  report,  Brin  made  several
promises to convince the employee to stay, including an offer
of higher pay.

“The talent war for AI is the craziest talent war I’ve ever
seen!” Musk said on Wednesday.

https://www.entrepreneur.com/business-news/tesla-ai-engineers-
getting-raises-musk-says-openai-poaching/472226
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