
Fujifilm’s  new  stabilized
binoculars deliver even more
zoom

The  Fujifilm  TS-L2040,  with  20x  magnification,  will  be
$1,299.95  when  available  for  purchase  starting  on  January
31st, 2025. The slightly cheaper TS-L1640, which offer 16x
magnification, will be $1,199.95.

Using binoculars with more than 10x magnification without a
tripod or stable support can result in blurred images because
humans are simply incapable of holding them steady enough by
hand.  Even  imperceptible  hand  movements  are  exaggerated
through a pair of binoculars, making it hard to focus on a
distant magnified subject.
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Fujifilm’s new models rely on a gimbal-mounted prism with plus
and minus three degrees of electronic stabilization. They’re
also  noticeably  smaller  and  lighter  than  the  company’s
existing  Techno-Stabi  TS-X14x40  binoculars  —  weighing  1.88
pounds  instead  of  2.9  pounds  —  making  them  easier  for
birdwatchers  to  carry  on  a  hike.

The  two  new  models  aren’t  entirely  replacing  Fujifilm’s
heavier and bulkier TS-X14x40 binoculars. Although the older
model only offers 14x magnification for the same price as the
company’s new 20x offering, they feature a more rugged design
with plus and minus six degrees of electronic stabilization.
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In  a  video  comparing  the  old  and  new  models,
Fujifilm technical expert, Michael Bulbenko, says the older
model is still a better choice for boaters given the extra
movements while out on the water.
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Other features of the new TS-L2040 and TS-L1640 include 40mm
objective lenses on the front that allow more light in to
boost brightness. Fujifilm’s cheapest stabilized binoculars,
the $749.95 TS12x28WP, feature much smaller front lenses that
are just 28mm in size.

Both  new  binocular  models  are  powered  by  a  pair  of  AAA
batteries that Fujifilm says will keep the image stabilization
continuously powered for up to 30 hours. The binoculars will
also automatically power themselves off after 60 minutes if
you  forget  to,  so  if  you’re  headed  out  on  a  weekend
birdwatching trip, you probably won’t need to pack an extra
set of AAAs.

https://www.theverge.com/2025/1/20/24347913/fujifilm-techno-st
abi-binoculars-birdwatching-magnification-zoom
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