Google adds vacation rentals
to Hotel Search

Google recently redesigned and added features to its hotel
search interface to make it more intuitive and useful for both
desktop and mobile users. On Tuesday, it launched vacation
rentals in the mobile UI.

How does 1t work? In addition to standard hotel
accommodations, users will be able to filter and browse
through short-term rentals via Google Hotel Search. The
feature is already available on mobile and will be coming to
desktop over the next month.

Participating providers include TripAdvisor, Expedia, VRBO,
and Hotels.com. It’s not clear if rental industry juggernaut
Airbnb has signed on. In some cases, users can book hotels
directly through Google and pay via Google Pay. The hotel or
booking partner receives the reservation and payment details
and the partner is responsible for sending confirmations to
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users.

Google actually first began testing vacation rental filters in
hotel search in 2017.

Why you should care. Google’'s travel search services now
include flights, hotels, and vacation rentals. The ability to
switch between comparing hotels and vacation rentals in the
same interface means vacation rentals will compete head-on
with hotels. For short-term rental providers, the inclusion in
the updated Google Hotels interface should mean more
visibility. It also widens Google’s prospective base of takers
for Hotel Ads.
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