
Google  confirms  passage
indexing is not yet live
Google’s Danny Sullivan has confirmed with us that Google has
not yet rolled out passage indexing. Initially we expected,
based on the original announcement, that Google would roll out
passage indexing by the end of the year – 2020. But since it
is not rolled out yet, I suspect Google will hold the launch
until early 2021.

The confirmation. I asked Danny Sullivan on Twitter if it
rolled out yet and he said “it is not.” Here are those tweets:

What is passage-based indexing. “Very specific searches can be
the hardest to get right,” said Google, “since sometimes the
single sentence that answers your question might be buried
deep in a web page. We’ve recently made a breakthrough in
ranking and are now able to not just index web pages, but
individual passages from the pages. By better understanding
the relevancy of specific passages, not just the overall page,
we  can  find  that  needle-in-a-haystack  information  you’re
looking for.”

Google said passage-based indexing will affect 7% of search
queries across all languages when fully rolled out globally

Ranking change, not indexing. This is a reminder, despite
Google  calling  it  “passage  indexing,”  this  is  a  ranking
change, not an indexing change. So indexing really has not
changed here. It is more of a ranking change, how Google ranks
content, based on what it finds on your web page. Google is
not, I repeat, not, indexing individual passages on the page.
It is however better at zoning into what is on the page and
surfacing those passages better for ranking purposes.

Why we care. There has been some speculation that passage
indexing is currently live – it is not. Google will likely
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confirm with us when it does go live and when it does, we will
let you know.

Do note, that this will affect 7% of search queries across all
languages when fully rolled out globally. So there should be a
noticeable change when this goes live.

Until then, keep doing what you do and you can see what
changes you need to make to your site, if any, after it
launches.
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