Google Photos just let me
copy text from a photo into
my web browser

The desktop Google Photos website seems to be getting the
ability to scan for text in an image and turn it into copy-
and-pasteable text, thanks to Google’s Lens technology (via
9to5Google). Lens has been available in many places on Android
for a while, but its optical character recognition (OCR)
feature coming to the desktop could make Google Photos an easy
and free way to get real-life text onto your computer.

According to 9to5Google, the feature seems to be rolling out
widely, but a writer at XDA-Developers didn’t have it show up
for them. I was able to use it, though. To use it (or to check
if you have it yet), load up the Google Photos site and go to
a photo where you’ve captured some text (such as a page of a
book, a sign, a receipt, etc). If Google detects words, a
“Copy text from image” button should pop up, and clicking that
will open a pane that lets you read the text that Google
found.
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the beach and sprawled out on the sand.
2 Most of the big shore places were closed now and there
any lights except the shadowy, moving glow of
a ferryboat across the Sound. And as the moon rose higher
the inessential houses began to melt away until gradually 1
became aware of the old island here that flowered once for
Dutch sailors’ eyes—a fresh, green breast of the new worl(?.
Its vanished trees, the trees that had made way for Gatsby’s
house, had once pandered in whispers to the last and great-
est of all human dreams; for a transitory enchanted moment

man must have held his breath in the presence of this conti-
nnnnnnnnn lled into an sthetic contemplation he neither

The Copy text from image button will show up on images that
Google finds text 1in.
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One practical application of having Lens on desktop could be
scanning written text documents and pasting that into
something you’'re writing on a desktop computer. To test this,

I took this picture of an open book, and the results were
nearly flawless:
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to the beach and sprawled out on the sand
Most of the big shore places were closed
now and there

were hardly any lights except the shadowy,
moving glow of a ferryboat across the Sound.
And as the moon rose higher the inessential
houses began to melt away until gradually |
became aware of the old island here that
flowered once for Dutch sailors’ eyes a fresh,
green breast of the new world. vanished
trees, the trees that had made way for
Gatsby's house, had once pandered in
whispers to the last and great est of all
human dreams; for a transitory enchanted
moment man must have held his breath in the
presence of this conti nent, compelled into an
aesthetic contemplation he neither
understood ner desired, face to face for the
last time in history with something
commensurate to his capacity for wonder,
And as | sat there, brooding on the old
unknown world, | thought of Gatsby's wonder
when he first picked out the green light at the
end of Daisy's dock. He had come a long way

to this blue lawn and his dream must have
aAwing

seemed so close that he could hardly fail 10
grasp it. He did not know that it was already
behind him, somewhere back in that vast
obscurity beyond the city, where the dark
fields of the re public rolled on under the
night

Gatsby believed in the green light, the
orgastic future that year by year recedes
before us. It eluded us then, but that's no
matter-tomaorrow we will run faster, stretch
out our arms farther. ... . ... And one fine
morning So we beat on, boats against the
current, borne back ceaselessly into the past
189
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You can select the text directly on the photo or use the
sidebar.

Lens even managed to interpret an “&” correctly.

Google Lens has many more abilities on Android (and in the i0S
Google Photos app), but it seems that text-copying is the only
one that’s made it to the desktop so far. The browser version
of Google Photos didn’t offer to translate a picture with
Spanish text (though it did let me copy the text), and it

doesn’t look like it can identify things like animals or
plants.

Still, it’s nice to see one of Lens’ most useful features


https://lens.google.com

coming to the desktop version of Google Photos, and hopefully
it's an indication that more are on the way.

https://www.theverge.com/2021/4/12/22380086/google-photos-desk
top-ocr-images-copy-text-lens



