Google Updates Search
Analytics API To Clarify Data
Freshness via @sejournal,
@MattGSouthern

Google has added a new metadata field to the Search Analytics
API, making it easier for developers and SEO professionals to
identify when they’'re working with incomplete or still-
processing data.

The update introduces new transparency into the freshness of
query results, an improvement for marketers who rely on up-to-
date metrics to inform real-time decisions.

What’s New In The API

The metadata field appears when requests include the dataState
parameter set to all or hourly all, enabling access to data
that may still be in the process of being collected.

Two metadata values are now available:

» first incomplete date: Indicates the earliest date for
which data is still incomplete. Only appears when data
is grouped by date.

» first incomplete hour: Indicates the first hour where
data remains incomplete. Only appears when data 1is
grouped by hour.

Both values help clarify whether recent metrics can be
considered stable or if they may still change as Google
finalizes its processing.
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Why It Matters For SEO Reporting

This enhancement allows you to better distinguish between
legitimate changes in search performance and temporary gaps
caused by incomplete data.

To help reduce the risk of misinterpreting short-term
fluctuations, Google’s documentation states:

“All values after the first incomplete date may still change
noticeably.”

For those running automated reports, the new metadata enables
smarter logic, such as flagging or excluding fresh but
incomplete data to avoid misleading stakeholders.

Time Zone Consistency

All timestamps provided in the metadata field use the
America/Los Angeles time zone, regardless of the request
origin or property location. Developers may need to account
for this when integrating the data into local systems.

Backward-Compatible Implementation

The new metadata is returned as an optional object and doesn’t
alter existing API responses unless requested. This means no
breaking changes for current implementations, and developers
can begin using the feature as needed.

Best Practices For Implementation

To take full advantage of this update:

» Include logic to check for the metadata object when
requesting recent data.

» Consider displaying warnings or footnotes in reports
when metadata indicates incomplete periods.



= Schedule data refreshes after the incomplete window has
passed to ensure accuracy.

Google also reminds users that the Search Analytics API
continues to return only top rows, not a complete dataset, due
to system limitations.

Looking Ahead

This small but meaningful addition gives SEO teams more
clarity around data freshness, a frequent pain point when
working with hourly or near-real-time performance metrics.

It'’s a welcome improvement for anyone building tools or
dashboards on top of the Search Console API.

The metadata field is available now through standard API
requests. Full implementation details are available in the
Search Analytics API documentation.
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