How to use Windows Terminal
and what it’s useful for

Scratch the surface of Windows (and mac0S), and you’ll find a
command line console underneath, a lingering remnant of how
these operating systems started out: as user-friendly
graphical wrappers built on top of text-based, monochrome
interfaces.

If you're as old as I am, you might remember having to launch
apps and games on a computer by typing out text commands,
rather than pointing and clicking. The modern-day methods are
much easier, of course, but the old ways are still available —
and they’re actually still useful for multiple tasks, as the
list below shows.

To begin with, Windows kept the Command Prompt utility as a
reminder of its MS-DOS roots. That was later joined by
PowerShell (Command Prompt with extras), and in the latest
versions of Windows 11, Command Prompt and PowerShell are now
both wrapped up in a tool called Windows Terminal.

Windows Terminal supports all the original Command Prompt
instructions, and you can launch it from the Start menu. It's
simple:

= Search for Terminal.

= Right-click on the program icon and choose Run as
administrator to make sure all of the features are
available to you.

Now that you’'ve got the Windows Terminal open, here are some
of the commands that might make it worth your while. To make
use of them, type the text shown and then hit Enter.
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1. Shut down your computer after a certain time

shutdown /s /t 600

Shutting down your computer via the Start menu isn’t
difficult, of course, but Terminal gives you a few more
options, like timed shutdowns. The command above orders a
shutdown (“/s”) rather than a restart, after a time (“/t”) of
600 seconds. Simply adjust the timing as needed.

”n

Another handy option is “shutdown -r -0” (without the quotes),
which restarts (“-r”) your computer and launches the Advanced
Start Option menu — very useful for troubleshooting. Just type
“shutdown” by itself to see other flags you can use.

2. See a visualization of your folders

Type “tree” and hit Enter to see a visual representation of
the folders and subfolders on your system — very useful for
seeing how your Windows drive is organized. You can include a
drive and folder path (such as. “C:\Programs\”) to focus the
listing on a specific area of the drive and use the “/f"” flag
to see files listed as well as folders.

3. Troubleshoot network problems

ipconfig /flushdns

The “ipconfig” command is often used to troubleshoot
networking problems. Use it on its own, and you’ll see your
router’s current IP address, but add the “/flushdns” flag, and
connections between your computer and the websites you visit
get reset (via the DNS server), which can help if websites
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aren’t loading up as they should.

You can also use “ipconfig /release” and then “ipconfig
/renew” to get a fresh IP address for your computer -—
potentially solving connection problems between your Windows
device and your router or your device and the internet.
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4. Get more information about your system

systeminfo

The classic “systeminfo” command will tell you just about
everything you could possibly want to know about your system
and then some: it returns your Windows 11 version and CPU
model, the amount of RAM and storage installed, all the active
network connections currently detected, and even how long your
PC took to boot up last time around.

5. Check your Windows 11 drive for errors

The “chkdsk” command has long been a favorite of IT
technicians, and you’'ll see it appear 1in many a
troubleshooting guide. It essentially checks your system disk
for errors and can fix some of the most fundamental ones. For
example, if you’re having trouble accessing files and folders,
or booting up your PC, chkdsk might be able to help.

There are lots of flags you can use with it, too. The command
on its own just looks for errors, but add a space and “/r” at
the end, and the utility will try and fix those errors while
recovering all the data it can. Use “chkdsk /?” to see other
options.

6. See running tasks



The “tasklist” command gives you more or less the same
information as the Task Manager, showing you which
applications are putting the most strain on your system. Using
the process ID numbers (or PIDS) that it shows, you can then
forcefully kill apps using “taskkill /pid <PID number> /f” —
which can be handy for troublesome software.



