
I don’t know where to post
about the World Cup

Starting  tomorrow,  my  sleep  schedule  is  going  to  be  in
complete disarray. The 2023 Women’s World Cup kicks off in
Australia and New Zealand on July 20th, which means that I’ll
be getting up very early — and staying up pretty late — in
order to catch as much of it as I can. It’s an exciting moment
because the women’s game has never been as popular as it is
today, and the field for this year’s tournament truly feels
wide open. There’s just one problem: I have no idea where to
post about it.

For years, the answer was obvious. Twitter may not have been
the global town square it aspired to be, but during live
sporting events, it was pretty darn close. World Cups, the
Olympics,  and  the  NBA  Finals  turned  into  two-screen
experiences.  While  you  watched  the  drama  unfold  on  your
television, you kept refreshing Twitter to see the jokes,
highlights, and clever observations roll in in real time.

For people sitting at home instead of being there in person,
it made these events into communal experiences. Sure, I may
not have been able to go to Russia in 2018 to see France win,
but I could still subject people to my terrible jokes (and be
constantly reminded that it’s called football, not soccer,
while making them). Even last year, during a particularly
controversial men’s World Cup in Qatar, my feed was still
alive with people enjoying the spectacle and human drama of it
all.

This  isn’t  just  true  of  sports.  Twitter  has  become  an
important live feed during all kinds of events; it’s really
not the same watching a surprise-filled Nintendo Direct or
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struggling through a very long Apple event without all my
friends  (and  others)  having  a  fun  time  posting  about  it.
Imagine seeing The Slap and not rushing to see what people
were saying about it on the internet. Twitter might want to
replace  some  of  the  functions  of  TV,  but  it’s  really  an
accessory.
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