Mark Spencer, forensic
botanist
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Mark Spencer is a forensic botanist. In other words, he helps
police with criminal cases where plant-based evidence can make
a difference. His visual identity, designed by London-based
Fieldwork Facility, needed to be intelligent, simple, and
memorably executed, and part of the challenge was to avoid any
insensitivity to the gravity of Mark’s work.

“In forensic botany the main tools at Mark’s disposal are his
observational skills and his vast botanical knowledge,” said
FF's Robin Howie, who created the vectorised logo from his
photograph of a leaf with good “eye” qualities.
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When not working in forensics, Mark is a field botanist,
public speaker, and TV presenter. To cater to his varied
roles, the word “forensics” was omitted from the logo, leaving
two phrases in the identity to hint at the different
activities — “Plants Hold Secrets” used exclusively for the
forensic assignments, with “Plants Tell Stories” used for
Mark’s public-facing work.
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Regarding the photo above, Mark Spencer tweeted, “There is no
accident in the choice of this image of brambles and nettles.
I often use them when doing forensic casework.”

Fieldwork Facility commissioned photographer Robin Friend to
join Mark and them on a walk through the British countryside
simulating a forensic investigation. “For Plants Hold Secrets
we photographed plants that are often useful in forensic
investigations, and for Plants Tell Stories we photographed
plants that are non-indigenous to the UK,” said Robin Howie.
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Thoughtful, memorable design by Fieldwork Facility, made even
better by how happy the client looks here. Via CR.
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