Measles outbreak in
undervaccinated Texas area
doubles—again

A measles outbreak in an area of Texas with abysmal
vaccination rates continues to mushroom, with cases doubling
since Tuesday and expanding into additional counties.

A week ago, officials reported nine confirmed cases in Gaines
County, at the border of New Mexico, which has one of the
lowest vaccination rates among kindergartners in the state at
just about 82 percent. On Tuesday, the cases climbed to 24,
all in Gaines. In Friday’s update, the state health department
reports that the case count has now reached 48 and spread to
three nearby counties, which also have vaccination rates below
the 95 percent threshold that prevent vaccine-preventable
diseases from spreading onward.

Gaines now reports 42 cases. There’'s one case reported in Lynn
County to the northeast, which has a 91 percent vaccination
rate. Terry County, with a vaccination rate of 94 percent,
reports three cases, and Yoakum County, with a vaccination
rate of 92.5 percent, reports two cases. Terry and Yoakum are
both directly north of Gaines.

As before, all cases are in unvaccinated people or people with
unknown vaccination status. Of the 48 cases, 42 are in
children, including 13 between the ages of 0 and 4. Thirteen
people (27 percent) have been hospitalized.

https://arstechnica.com/health/2025/02/texas-measles-outbreak-
climbs-to0-48-cases-almost-all-kids-13-hospitalized/
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