
Peloteros

Baseball is considered by Dominicans as “The King of Sports”.
Introduced to the country by Cuban immigrants in the 19th
century, it is today a sign of identity for its inhabitants,
being the largest exporter of major leagues in the United
States. But not all Dominicans who play baseball (or “pelota”
as they call it) outside the Dominican Republic do so in the
important clubs of the National League or the American League.
The vast majority are immigrants who have had to leave their
country in search of better living conditions and a better
working future.

In Spain, the Dominican community constitutes one of the most
important immigrant communities and, of course, they still
play baseball and softball. With the arrival of good weather,
season starts and improvised baseball fields begin to emerge
on hundreds of Spanish cities. It is the players themselves
who prepare the fields to leave them in the best conditions.

Every Sunday becomes a holiday where not only a ball is hit
and bases are run. It is also a day to live in community and
remember the roots of a country that has been left behind. The
players and their families get together to live a day in the
Dominican way and enjoy food, drink, music and above all, a
good game of “pelota”. The games begin at noon and do not stop
until the sun sets. During the breaks, the Latin music starts
playing and the cold beer makes its presence felt on the
benches. In spite of the festive atmosphere, the games are
played to the fullest and there are many tense moments. Each
ball is played as if it were the last one.

Let the game begin. Pleibol!!
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