Penny Dreadfuls & Murder
Broadsides

Google ‘penny dreadful’ and you’ll see pages of results for
the TV show of that name. The three-season gothic thriller,
starring Eva Green no less, is set in late Victorian England.
You might or might not know that the show takes its name from
a new kind of serialized fiction which first appeared 1in
London in the 1830s. It wasn’t Charles Dickens or Mary Shelley
but it was cheap — only a penny — easy to read, entertaining,
and extraordinarily popular.

Dreadful Readers

The emergence of the penny dreadful in England coincided with
improved literacy. Nationwide educational reforms launched in
the 1830s aimed to eventually provide universal, free, and
compulsory state-funded education. In England, when printing
was introduced in the 1470s, literacy was likely under 10%. By
the 1830s, literacy rates were about 66% and 50% for men and
women, respectively. By 1900 the literacy rate had risen to
97%. What’'s more, in the nineteenth century there was
sustained and unprecedented population growth. In England,
between 1800 and 1850 the population doubled; it then doubled
again between 1850 and 1900! That growth was accompanied by a
marked demographic shift: already by the 1820s almost half of
the UK’s population was under 20! Not only did the period mark
an almost exponential increase in mass-produced and cheap
print, on scales inconceivable prior to the Industrial
Revolution, but it found a global mass market of readers — an
increasingly large number of whom were young and literate.
It’s in this environment that the penny dreadful made
its debut.


https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/penny-dreadfuls-murder-broadsides/
https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/penny-dreadfuls-murder-broadsides/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2628232/
https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/cross-country-literacy-rates?time=1475..2003&country=~GBR
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.and_very good; but was often brought
into difficulties, by a fhare of curiofity,
feldom to be found in perfons of his age,
witich-was now about ten. He {pent all
his pocket-money in going to fee wild
bealts™ and firange fith, and had more joy
in viewing an Iadiar prince, than another
would have had in eating a ginger-bread
king. He poffefled agreat portion of per-
{fonal bravery 3 ‘he was the cock of his feat
in the fchool; neither would he have re-
-fufed, upon a proper occafion, to have en-
counter’d ack the Giant-killer himfelf,

About the year 1741, Mr. Fonathan Ga-
dabout, his father, was preparing to make
a voyage in perfon to the #7e/i- Indies; he
having fome affairs to fettle in Famaica,
which could not be managed without his

y prefence. The day before his departure,

¥’ Mafter JEmmy, as was his conftant cufiom

@ both morning ard evening, came to afk his

Papa’sblefling,which he did with more than

vfual earneftnefs 3 and when he had obtain-
ed it, he remained fiill on his knees, urging
thzt he had- fill another favour to afk.

‘. Name it, my child, fays his father.”

Wy it is, teplied he, that I may accompany

you tothe Weflt-Indies, Nothing could have
iurprifed Mr. Fonathan Gadabost fo muck,

a5

The first children’s periodical, The Lilliputian Magazine,

1751 = British Library

Before the nineteenth century, there wasn’t much in the way of
fun and entertaining reading material for children. In fact,
children’s literature as a genre was a pretty late starter,
only getting off the ground in the eighteenth century, and
even then it was usually didactic, pious, and moralizing — not
particularly fun. The first children’s periodical, The
Lilliputian Magazine, published by John Newbery, didn’t appear
until 1751. By the late 1790s, Churches and religious
organizations had begun to publish children’s periodicals and
Sunday School magazines, but again they were rather stuffy and
conservative, not really the kind of thing that children were
excited to read. But that was about to change.

Fun Facts: Victorian child labor
It’s worth noting that most working class children had very


https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-lilliputian-magazine
https://ilovetypography.com/2015/10/27/the-first-printed-childrens-books/
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-lilliputian-magazine
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/the-lilliputian-magazine

little time for recreational activities. During the nineteenth
century, most working class children, by the time they were
ten years old, went to work — running errands for shopkeepers,
as assistant chimney sweeps, crossing sweepers, page boys,
working in textile mills and in coal mines. And don’t imagine
that they worked part-time hours. To give you some idea of a
child’s work schedule consider that in England the Factory Act
of 1833 barred children younger than nine from working in
textile factories; and those aged from nine to thirteen were
limited to just nine hours a day or 48 hours a week. Yes, a
nine-hour work-day for a nine-year-old was
considered progress.

* The Cambridge Companion to English Literature, 1830-1914,

p. 30

Binge Reading Victorian Netflix

In summing up the nineteenth-century ‘reading revolution’,
historian Dr Mary Hammond writes: ‘The period 1830-1914 saw
some of the greatest changes in readerships and the types and
availability of reading material ever experienced in the
Western world.’* By the start of that period, serialized
fiction was already becoming hugely popular. It’'s how Charles
Dickens got his start with the serialization of The Pickwick
Papers in 1836-37. But most early serialized fiction was
intended for adult readers. What's more, although books were
now cheaper than they’d ever been, they were still beyond a
working child’s meagre wages; for example, The Pickwick Papers
was published in twenty 32-page installments, but at 5
shillings (1 shilling = 12 pennies) per installment, it was
far too expensive for most working class adults, let alone
children.


https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/child-labour
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/resources/1833-factory-act/
https://twitter.com/emaryh

— e T

A LARGE PICTURE & No. 2 GIVEN WITH No. 1.

BOY DETECTIVE

Ll

g
B |

OF LONDON.

e SR
S T e

S

| ONE PENNY WEEKLY. SOLD EVERYWHERE.

OFFICES: NEWSAGENTS' PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED, 147, FLEET STREET, EC.

B

- 7 Y e il







S

TWO TALES AND TWO -ID_ [TWD BEAUTIFUL ENGRAVINGS
NUMBERS EVERY WEEK. WILL BE PRESENTED GRATIS.

PRICE ONE ENNY. o

FICES:
NEWSAGENTS’ PUBLISHING COMPANY, LIMITED, 147, FLEET STREET,



2

Penny dreadfuls: 1. The Boy Detective; or, the Crimes of

London, 1866 = British Library

2. The Work Girls of London: their trials and temptations,
1865 = British Library

Enter the penny dreadful, typically eight or sixteen pages,
printed on cheap paper, taking its serialized story cues from
gothic thrillers of the previous century. Most of the stories
are now forgotten, but one notable exception is everyone'’s
favorite homicidal barber, Sweeney Todd. Before he appeared in
the pages of a book, he was butchering his victims and selling
their remains as meat pies next door in a penny dreadful
serial, ‘The String of Pearls: A Romance’, published in The
People’s Periodical in 1846.


https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/penny-dreadful-the-boy-detective
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/penny-dreadful-the-work-girls-of-london
https://blogs.bl.uk/english-and-drama/2012/05/sweeney-todd-a-heart-warming-tale.html
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aganst the poor and destifute to keep them so. If you will assert that my con- |

duct will be the nature you describe, it is quite impossible for me to prove the
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as a sample (postage free).---Published by Lloyd, Salisbury-square, London.

THE STRANGER AT MRS. LOVETT'S IR SHOP,
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“ Come in again in two hours.” : |

}[ & p.'tit;[:d a moment or two, and then, turning his emaciated eountenanee upon |
ler, said—

. ~ I will if my strength permit me—water from the pumps in the street is but

i a poor thing for a man to subsist upon for {wenty-four hours” &l
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THE SIRING OF PEARLS. 295

“You know, Mrs. Ragg, the last you told me of him was that—that Mr.
Todd had said he was mad, you know, and then you went to fetch some-
body, and when you came back he was gone; and Mr. Todd told you the next
day that poor Tobias ran off at great speed and disappeared, Has anything been
“heard of him since?”

.

THE MURDER OF THE USURER.

¥ Ah, my dear, alas ! alas!”

“Why do you cry alas ?—Have you any more sad news to tell me

“ He was my only son—and all the world and his wife, as the saying is, can't
tell how much I loved him.”

Minna Gray clasped her hands, and, while the tears coursed down her young
fair cheeks, she said—

e And I, too, loved him !

No, 29,
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Sweeney Todd before Sweeney Todd: Pages from The People’s
Periodical, 1846, a penny dreadful which debuted the murderous
barber of Fleet Street. 1. Mrs. Lovett’s infamous meat pies;
2. Sweeney Todd at work

' British Library

Dreadfully Deleterious

A nineteen-year-old house painter from rural Berkshire was
arrested for robbery. Armed with a pistol, he had ambushed
passersby presenting his victims with a Dick Turpin style
ultimatum: ‘your money or I’'ll blow your brains out!’ He then
proceeded to steal their cash and watches. When apprehended he
was wearing a mask and carrying a gun. In 1876, Alfred
Saunders, an errand-boy in London, was arrested and charged
with stealing seven pounds and four shillings (a considerable
sum) from his father. He confessed to stealing the cash, and
admitted using it to ‘breakfast and dine in rather an
expensive way’'. Thirteen-year-old Alfred, now with a taste for
the high life, also purchased, with the stolen money, a toy
gun, a lantern, and a cigar holder.*

* These two cases from Youth, Popular Culture and Moral
Panics, 1998, pp. 80-85

What do these crimes have in common? Besides their youthful
perpetrators and an apparent flair for the dramatic, it would
appear very little. However, in both cases, the youths were
found to be in possession of penny dreadfuls. And during both
trials it was suggested that penny dreadfuls were responsible
for turning these impressionable boys to crime.


https://blogs.bl.uk/english-and-drama/2012/05/sweeney-todd-a-heart-warming-tale.html
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-1-349-27458-1
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1. Jack Harkaway’s School-days, a penny dreadful from c. 1880

= British Library.
2. Cover of the penny dreadful, Black Bess, c. 1866-68, a
serialized fictional account of the real-life highwayman, Dick

Turpin. Black Bess was the name of his horse = British
Library

In Victorian England, especially in booming cities 1like
London, crime was on the rise, especially juvenile crime. Not
only were penny dreadfuls condemned as unsophisticated, or in
the words of literary critic Francis Hitchman in 1890, ‘foul
and filthy trash’, but they became a scapegoat. Long before
radio, TV, cinema, video games, smart phones, and the Internet

[irony]

corrupted children , quite a few Victorian cultural
commentators blamed penny dreadfuls for corrupting
impressionable young readers. In 1893, one complained:

It is almost a daily occurrence with magistrates to have
before them boys who, having read a number of ‘dreadfuls’,
followed the examples set forth in such publications, robbed
their employers, bought revolvers with the proceeds, and
finished by running away from home, and installing themselves
in the back streets as ‘highwaymen’. This and many other
evils the ‘penny dreadful’ is responsible for.*

* John Springhall, 1994, pp. 326-27

This fabricated moral panic induced pious publishers to launch
rival periodicals intended to counteract the pernicious
influence of penny dreadfuls. British Clergyman, John Erskine
Clarke, launched such a periodical. His successful weekly
Chatterbox (1866-1953), ran for decades. Out with blood and
guts, pirates, bandits, highwaymen, and psychopaths; and in
with tales of heroic dogs saving drowning children, saccharine
morality tales, and kittens aplenty.


https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/penny-dreadful-jack-harkaways-schooldays
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_Turpin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dick_Turpin
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/penny-dreadfuls#
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/penny-dreadfuls#
http://wormwoodiana.blogspot.com/2011/08/penny-fiction.html
https://www.jstor.org/stable/20082795
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Erskine_Clarke
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Erskine_Clarke
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No. 31.  Fune 29, 1867. Weekly—One Halfpenny.

Chatterbox.
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Learnmng 1o Walk.



1. The penny dreadful, The Wild Boys of London, about a gang

of juvenile criminals. 1866 = British Library
2. The weekly halfpenny Chatterbox was launched in 1866 to

counteract the corrupting influence of the penny dreadful Ll
Hathi Trust

Although Chatterbox sold for just half a penny, it'’s very
unlikely that it was regularly bought and read by working
class children. Although penny dreadfuls were broadly
condemned, not everyone agreed. Some saw penny dreadfuls as a
gateway to more serious literature. Frederick Willis, a London
hat-maker wrote that penny dreadfuls had ‘encouraged and
developed a love of reading that led onwards and upwards on
the fascinating path of literature’. And up-and-coming author
H.G. Wells said of his boyhood love of penny dreadfuls,
‘Ripping stuff, stuff that anticipated Haggard and Stevenson,
badly illustrated and very, very good for us’.

“It was Lord Northcliffe [Alfred Harmsworth] who killed the
penny dreadful: by the simple process of producing a ha’penny
dreadfuller.”v

v A tongue-in-cheek A.A. Milne (author of Winnie the Pooh),
1948

* Penny dreadful & penny blood are commonly used synonymously.
More precisely, ‘bloods’, from the c¢. 1830s, were for adult
readers; ‘dreadfuls’, from the c¢. 1860s, were targeted
primarily at children. See Gothic Fiction, from Shilling
Shockers to Penny Bloods, pp. 140, 151

Between 1866 and 1914, in England, more than 500 children’s
periodicals were published. In the early 1800s, penny
dreadfuls* had been targeted at a broad working class
audience. But that changed in the 1850s when publishers began
to target children, especially young boys, with titles like
Boy’s Own Magazine (1855-74), Boy’s 0Own Paper (1879-1967),
Boy’s Journal (1863-71), Boys’ Miscellany (1863-64), The Boy’s
Standard (1875-92), and the most popular Boys of England,


https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/penny-dreadful-the-wild-boys-of-london
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=osu.32435079863502&view=1up&seq=251
https://quoteinvestigator.com/2014/12/30/penny/
http://www.priceonepenny.info/notes.php
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781108561082.007

debuting in 1866 with the gripping subtitle, ‘A Magazine of
Sport, Sensation, Fun, and Instruction’. BOE was the most
popular of the time, boasting a print-run of more than 250,000
by the late 1870s. Its founder Edwin Brett devised shrewd
promotional campaigns to expand the magazine’s readership -
they included competitions and prizes; among them were books,
watches, dogs, pigeons, and ponies. The prize-draws regularly
attracted more than 10,000 entries. The multi-pronged
marketing strategy also included reader polls, standalone
prints or posters, a Christmas special, and opportunities for
its young readers to have their artwork or letters appear in
the magazine.

Curious storylines for a magazine claiming to take the moral
high ground against violent & pernicious penny dreadfuls. The
Halfpenny Marvel, 1895 & '94

|:]Dr Bob Nicholson
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https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=nyp.33433000130157&view=1up&seq=7
https://twitter.com/DigiVictorian/status/1137851079293591554/photo/1

Dreadful Decline

By the 1890s, the penny dreadful was competing with hundreds
of periodicals and with more and cheaper books too. One of the
first media moguls, the newspaper publisher Alfred Harmsworth,
keen to combat the bad influence of penny dreadfuls (and make
a pretty penny), launched several successful halfpenny
magazines, beginning with The Halfpenny Marvel in 1893.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alfred_Harmsworth,_1st_Viscount_Northcliffe
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Ot Three Children. by George Lucas, in Aldermanbury. and

Dreadful Suicide of the Murderer.
1 I|

Pl

O Suxoay morning, st a quarter to nioe o'clock, one of the most appalling and
tragicnl avents that has tnken place in the City within our memory, oocurred. The
i setor in the melsncholy affair was a men named George Locss, snd the
weene of the frighfil act was st the house No. 3, Zion Gardens, Aldermanbury.

It ppiare that Lucas, who was thirky-elght yeam of age, occupied ihe whole of
the houss in quastion, and let out sll parts of it but the kitehen and stties ; and
his fumily consisted of his wife and three children—namely, George, 8 fine bay,
nged ten years: Anne, aged seven ; and Alfred, aged four | and Ann Hommond,
the mienn of Mr, Lucas, aged eighteen.

Luras, who is deseribed as 8 steady, sober, and well.conducied man, had been
rmployed fur many years as warehousenan in diferent situstions in the City, but
owing io the slarkuess of trade, ban been ont of amploy for the lnst iz months.
‘Thin cirrumaiance hos preyed so heavily upon kis mind, that be bas onee or iwice
lately expressed his frars that he would In‘{!vinhnl: hands upon himself ; sl wpon
those veonsions, Lis wife, who i a very decent and sensible woman, used every
effort and argument In ber power to dimunde bim from harbouring wuch a
thought, and was in bopes that she bad sucersded In dolng so, 89 5s he lately sp-

more cheerful.  The fourth floor or attie of the house cousists of ihres

-roomn, fhe first of which was oecupied by Lueas and bis wife ae o bed-riom ;

ke setond by (ke eldest boy, George, who alept in o small cot ; and the thind
by the two youngest, amd Asn Hummond,

AL seven o'clock yeslerdsy morning Lueas got up and went down stairs ns
wanal, leaving bis wife in bed, and in o few minutes aflerwards wns followed by
Ann Hammond, who also Ieft the twa younger children ssloep, and ui eight
o'elock Mrs. Luoas came down stairs, nul’bml ey husband and niece. At thia
tima Luray wan eniployed in eleaning his boots and those of Bis children ; wnd ap
%0 a quarier fa nios o'clock nething particular was observabils in his manwer more
thsn vaual.  When be bad ﬁr
if the kitchen, ond when he one, Mra. Lneas, having still some fears of his
laying vlolen! hands upon himself, makad him if she should pat ap bis maors for
hiw,  He replied that b would put them up bimeeld, and haviog wiped the one
b man using, he went fo the deawer for the parpose, ss Mis, Lucss suppossd, of
patling them gp; bat, 08 it aflermards ;e did nat do wo, and from his
circumatance there ran be no donbt that st this time be confemplatad the frightfal
act which be in 4 few moments afterwands commitied.

It was Lis costom on every Sunday mornbng to bring bls children down siuirs
20 Le dressad propurstory to taking them to church, and at the time before men-
tioned be asked bis wife in (he colmest manner if he sbould go up for the children,
and she he would. He then proceeded Lo the aitic, and, as it appesred,
Lin first vietim was the litle ghl Aow, whom he wrapped op in o shawl, and car.
“vied from the farther bed-room to that in which bimsalf snd his wife had slept, and
Waciog her on the front of the bad, cul her throat from ear 1o ear.

He next carried the lictle boy Alfred to the same place, and, placing him on the

“alse cut his throat in the same manner,

‘e eldest son was his Inst victlm, and thers is mo doubt from the fuct of his
tone stocking and garter on, that the poor little fellow was in the act of
€. when hiv sretobed futher snmmoned bim to destroation. 1t would seem
ooy thie earpet in the pasesge leading from the room in which he had slept
Vol the third roam, where he was murdered, being rolled upin many places,
- %wnf Hittle felkow had struggled very hard, and bin ories wan 80 Joud oo o
il in the oext honer,
wever, on gefting him inside the door, his wretebed fsther eut bis thruat, snd
o ama, g both fell 1L|:Lr- clage togeiher, the bay an his left slde, and the
erer on biw right ; both heads were ot moee than six inches apart,  Mrs,
iy Mliinking thae bior hosbagd was wp stairs moek longer han was uecessary,
o wiooe from the kitchen 1o see what was detaining him, wnd the girl, on

anee, and Mr. Pearson, a gentleman scenpying apartments on the next floor, ran
up stalre with Mrs. Lucas, when the appalling sighl above described . presented
itaelf,

An alorm wan instantly gives, and police conatable Richard Andrews, 155, wha
was on the beat, and Willlem Heary Wallace, 6, procesded up stair, but the
fury of ibe unhappy mon bad by this time ascomplished its object in so deters
mined & manner that desth in each case must bhnave Loen instantanecns, The
scene which presented itaell in the thind room bates description.  The razor wiil
which the murderer effestad his porpose was held ﬁmﬂy in his right haod, snd
ita blade ia & striking object, as It is in & round position, with its point resting o
the right cheek of the poor hoy.

O the paliceman entering, the blowl was sfill flowing from the wounds, und
@ greal gouotity loy around the bodies, Lut the comstable did not foel warrangsd
In dinturbing elther. The feelings of Mrs, Lucas on beliolling the seene muy be
better magined 1han deseribed, and nnni_[nlnnhlns fears were for some tisge enter-
talned that she was wholly Leraft of reason; but, by the soothing Ialuence of
severnl Indies in the neigbbourhood, nhe soan became calm,

Mrs. Stephens, a lady reaiding vest door o Lueas, was in her sifls at the time,
and hearing the dresdful soreams of the children, she kuocked violently st the
wall, and fearing that something serions was the matter, hasteged down stadre and
went in to sequaint Mre. Lucas of her suspdcions, bub al this moment the murder
wns discovered,

The melancholy event having gained immediale creolation, n grest crowd of
persons soon sollacted, and many wene anxious 10 get 8 view of the bosdies, but
ibe police on doty prevenied their coriosity being gratified.

hi:inr Law, the superintendent of ity police, srrived sl ten o'clocl, snd gave
drections 1o the constabile (hat the bodies weee o remalu in the same slieaifon

uing tha boots sud shioes, he shaved bimaell in which they wera found until viewed by a coroner’s jury.

Al six 0'clack |sst ovening the Lond Mayor, nceompanied by his medical af=
temudant, again visiied tho unkinppy widow—Mra. Lucas ; she appeared more coms
pored Ihan might have heen expected ; but it being desmed udvisable that the
unfortunste suffever should be removed from the yicinily of the soene of horror
ws quickly as possible, Mr, Bell kindly' underiook the ofies, and, lu Eol PRIy

ber oeioe, Ann Almond, conveyed the poor womsn lo the residence of e
in Holywell street, Westmingter.  Mrs. Loras's muiden name was Almoind,
she comes from (he village of Fairlight, in Kent, whoro she hay an gged
for wupporl upsn ber decessed hoaband, jeintly we ik hiy

an
mother dependant 1
brother-in-law, Mr, Green, who warded Mrs. Locs's vister, dnd upon whom s
sitnation In Somerset Hotse wan lately confirmed by Lord Minto. The, derpasad
livesd on the mos! affectionate terma wilh every member of bla fanils bat since
Tanunry st bas enffered extreme mental depression st short Intr pyals, whink

hiss friends sttributed 1o the loss of Wis situstion of Messcs, Bassr' iy, His sub-
seqoent fullure to fulfil the duties of his situatim st tie foor-clo’ b manofsctory,
which appears to baye wrissn from his not understanding the teol nionlities of the
busluess, incressed bis anxisty, and rﬂ:hhlj wceeloraled the  unfortunate evant
detniled above, On Saturdny his spirita were observed (o be *inusually low, snd
hin Lrothersin-taw, Mr. Green, sat wp with Wim uobtil a Istes howr. ‘Too mwch
prijse cannol be given 1o Mesrs. Stepbens awd Gurey, nrighbours of the de-
eenned, In aiding the bumane endesvours of the Lo ayer, who, ioibe hooowr
of Lis charngter as a magivtrate snd o man, did his uiost to solsee the wretehed
widow,

Yeatprday aflermoon st was hall before My, PAYNE, touching the
deaths of George Luvas, al hia three ehildren, Gearge, Anoe, sad Alfred.
After the jury hnd procerdad 1o view the hadies, the Coroner briefly sumimsed up
very feelingly, remurking thiat it wan the most distressing ease he could pecallect
in the history of inquests.  Neo doubt, bewever, could edist, that in a fit of tes-

Ak kg mﬂ“- WaW the younger boy on the wide of ber aunt’s bed, with porary inannily, arising from anviety for his femily, he bad destroyed himaelf aod
H.I. | Bd Beea before described.  She instantly shrieked out for sasist- bls offepring.

The jury alwost iostantly refurned s verdict o that effeet.
Printed and Poblished by B, LLOYD, 231, shoreditch,


https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/broadside-horrid-murder-of-three-children




EIGHT PERSONS MURDERED!

A Father, a Mother, Two Husbands, Three Children, and an Uncle,ﬁali
POISONED by Margaret Joyer, and Katharine Rentner, for which
Horrid and Monstrous Crimes, they have been Exccuted.

M_-'Ll{(j_-':.l{l'l'l' JOYER, ug
widow, and servant Lo 5.

K. Rentner, also a widow, both
about 38 years ol age, arcaceu-
sed; the fir-t of having Killed by
poison  eight persons, all of
whom, except one, were her
near relations: the lutter of hae.
ving poisoned ber hushand at
the instigation of her servant.
According to the indictment, M.

Joyer poisoned, in May 1825, E
her uncle; in June 1826, her §

mother 68 years of age; in De- 5 M. Joyer and Katharine Ront- @

ner are sentenced to death, M., ¢
Joyer as a parncide, must also 3

stand on the seattuld in her shift, g A R L e

cember 1830, her father 70

fnars old, in August 1831, her §
husband ; in Desember the same ¥
year her 3 daughters 2, 5, and B
10 years of age and lastly in
August 1833, the hushand of §2
her mistress, with her assistance. ¥

She 15 sard to have done all this
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ment) been led by her heated 53

laney to make n confession, in-

which appeared to ber, and so

terrificd her, that she confessed 38
all the drendful erimes that she &
had committed on  the cight &

PErsons.

We have received the following 1 AR
aceount dated '_’?'Eh h‘[!!l‘ch, the o Hut when our victims reis'd 1o breathe

M. Joyer @

4 Comfort and Peace nfirightéd fled

Jury has left the hall.
guilty on six out of the eight

y counts in the indictments, hoth g

barefooted, and covered with «

black veil, while her sentence is &
read to the people: her right g

hund will then be cut off) and

: y i? she will be executed on the spot.
with so much eaution, that no § e Lo

suspicion whatever was excited ¥
by the deaths of all the 7 per- f
sons, and an investization into @
the cause of the death of the 8th §2
Victim, would perhaps have led k
to no result had not the crimi- @
nal (so it is stated 1o the indict- §£

A Copy of Selemn Verses.
K this dark and lopesome cell,
To=morrow doom’d to dia,
We offr up oor prayers to God,
For mercy now we ery.

Though our offence is vory great,
For which we cense to live,

= T DTN
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His goodness reach to all who nak,
Awmel seek Him to forgive,

“d  Dur crimes nre ol the deepest e ;
duced as she avers by a spectre & :

&4 Buarpnssing all was ever known

Buch fonl walieapl-of crimes,

Before al any lime.
Father and Maother , Children threa,
Huasband aml Ungle too,

A dealdly pokson we prepnril,
"I'was certuin death, the' slow.
The deomiful tortares Lhey endor'd,

No mortnl tougne can tell,

Conscience hecame a hell.

From onr seeursed plwce,
The Spectres of the Muardered dead,
Grinn'd daily in our face.

At length we could, no longer rest,
Baneath our guilty load,

Strwightwny our guilty deeds confess'd
Bur monstrous deeds o blood.

Will our two lives atone?
Mothing on carlh cnn make amends
The lijney wi have dooe.

% The torments keen and sgomy

That wow wu foel within,

4 Are anre to haunt the guilty mimd,

Wiio lives in shame and sin,

3 A vast gtersily mow soon

Will il wiir wond"sing sight,

d Our earned prayers arg may it be,

All in the realms of light.
=R O 0 R——
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‘ J. Catnach, Printer, 2, & 3, Monmouth-
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Sentenee
BARRNARD

THISDAY GUILTV TRANSPORTED FOR LIFE

A scene of bloodshed of the deepest dye has been
eanmitted in this Neighbourhood which has caused a
poinful and alarming sensation among all classes in
this place, in consequence of its being cumm‘ltted -by an

mdividual that is well known to most of the inhabitauts

who are going in great numbers to the l‘atal‘spo_r. where
. the unfortuuate and illfated lﬂviclim has met with this
i choly and dreadful end.
I ﬂéﬂ: the zews arriving at our office, of the awful uad

eruel murder being committed, we at once despatched
i eur reporter, who can rely on the authenticity of _the
| important information at the spot where the tragical
| seene hud taken place, »nd on b arrival he found the
! place completely besicged by w. - wemen and children

of all clasaes, gathered around where the vital spark
1 had fled which was never to be regained on the face of

this earth.

Deep was the conversation among the aceumulated

4 persons 8s to hew a fellow creature could be guilty of

sbmmiting such a revelting and diabelical act upen one-

_who it appears was ]:nuch respected by the inhabitants

© Mt reside around this part. - !

i.';'he reporter states t!;mt en the p_u'hcﬂ :ut!mrmu

sarlving at the place they had some ditficulty in pre-

: werving order, but after a short elapse of time this was

" awcomplishcd. They then procee ed fo the spot were

e lifeless cerpse laid and ook posession of the same,

.tich presented one of the most awful spectales that

JMve been witnessed far many years. s
i What eould have been the motive for sueh a

" ga8f wanton murder being committed we are at a loss

‘mp eonceive, without it was in comsequence of some

ent having takem place between the unfertn

fictim and their assailent,and then ending in the

ing their fellow ereature of life, that none on

ia able te restore agein, and which we are for

according te the sommandments to take away ;

#Bug this seams intirely violated in many instances by

and ular habite ; which tends to the
mﬂ :‘fﬂ things, awl thro' disoboying

! L

|

the seriptural advice, brings the degraded creatutes fe.
an untimely end, according to seripture! ‘‘He thab
shedeth mans’ blood, so shall his blood be sheddetn P
which we entirely agree with in these instances. and
fully acknowlege the just sentence that is oiten nbligge_d‘
to be carried into effeet, and certainly must say thie
were it not for the rigidness of those laws many of us
many of us would noe be able to proceed on our journey
at heart; so therefore we are in duty bound fo call
upon those laws being fully acted up to, for it is our
opinion that those erimes are very seldom committed
without there is some disregard or ill feeling towards:
their unfortunate victims, aud thereby end their days
of existence in a dreadful manner. |

The unfortunate person being so well known and s
much respected, every one feels anxious to know everw
particular, and it is the eonstant enquiry amongst them
to know if there is any one apprehended for the murder:

‘or is there anything more known os to lead to the sus

picion who it has been committed by, all being very
desirous to hear of the perpetrators of this diabolieal
and horrid deed. W\ e feel muci for the family, whi
ate throww into the greatest affliction through this
dreadful circumstance, and which hos cast a glooms
through the cirele of friends in which they moved. |
As a member of society there will be no ene that we
know of w]'-q will be more missed ; one, who was often
seen Lo releive the wants of his fellow crealures, as
far &s circumstances would permit, and whoss seciety
was courted by all. As members of the family w
which they belanged, none will be more missed, bub,
those Who are now remaining will deeply feel the loss’
and deplore the lamentable death of their respected
and worthy friend.—Just as we are going to press we
have recieved information from our correspondent thad
something has heen elicited from a party that has
thrown a light on the subject, and which has led to he,
apprehension of one of the prineiple offenders.

Baruett, l’r.iuler. Highgate. S
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i Of John Hollowa y for the Murder 0' his
a Wile at Brighton
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(N HOLLOWAY was put 1o my late ahier when ber cmpee was nock, | Dﬂwﬂupwd. ﬂllilﬁhr save nmedher, asd thiene i po positive evidenor, eveepn mY
the bar charged with (e wilfal dug out. Tam positive the stays ow up. but Ann e b0 wait 1l the i, ek ey huve Been made o save spcther that
wilér of bls wile, Celis Lolloway, peotseed, bebonged 10 10y sister | she b was settled; thes the nest | did the mender, Bainot wishing 1o save my life, Tadmit
ageil 52, s Irighton, in L. Dt © mendid them when we wers livg toe tiing we did was 1o lisr things, what | did was 3 mest ceuel inender, and Asn Kessett
Tarsd Maskell swoem—l live st gether. The prissser always treatod the bonser. partienlardy.  The nest s woocest. | am the pan, 1 lave 00 witneses, asd do
Pekghton wued win & labeurer, O Mese my sistes verw 11, he almost starved day, | cut the body, nsl emptied the ot wish to eall aay ooe to save my Bife"

day afteran, sbout fmer months ago ber 1o death, ehail vur of the bal b have the tek Thee jusry without hesitsthon lu-ul.':b:uar‘-uurﬂﬂty.
i body o be

T went isto w place called ihe =Ml Severs] stber witnesses proved that to carry gart of the body away in: _He was senienoed fo be basged,
timzdine,” i Preston, whick lies on the prisoner had often threatened to 1 ent off the bead first, and | hink 1 gives for dinsection.
the skbe o the hizh road, in the plaas Wil bis wife, and trested hee in o moet. carried the anm witls the head : Ans Mersbatm, Dec. 18.—The anful scateece of the b
bt af Mr, Stasedfund's farm, szl in brutal manper. Keusctt fllowed 1o see whether the  was carried [0 executionon this day amislst an immense
& sut of Bulluw, vrerbeng with braa-  Feldick the high coostable, wason biood rame through the tick. The conevurse of speetzions cosembiol from all parts.
ches of trees, u Jitile on the lefl of o dusy oo Saterlay gight, when the pei sttrmpe we mude dad mo sucoosd, he :
mxrore Gostpatli, up e bill, besding soncr, Holloway came b the watehe and 1 weat back, and pat the bod Brighton Tragedy.
fenen the © Phole lis the Wall,* to the o, ainl gave Tilself s, s be bad Enta 8 bux, aned thea inti the ticken; p"n"_"f:,"'u[': L el ik ol et a2 ey
Church hill, | stooped ta the warth, hearsl  the ofsers were after the next day 1 borrowed & wheel- Asie b b s il e, Pl e o
sl Faneind ot ol 1t bisd beer muves] s fu Te insrdor of his wife, Fe barriw, alus s ek and shovel, aml 75 Stesien AL s,
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wor partieular nuticn of B then; bay rosd, s far a3 Prestm, wheee e lefi and then dows the fool-jath that .-_l.--u‘—..:u'-x.. - e s B al e
went hunnie, ani wentioned b sy wife, ber with her box, she inbeoded wo get lenils to where the bady was Fomnll, :'.':‘1'"-:1“.'?‘.;".'.:"‘“"" Lt Yo
:;:; sainl it migh b w scnal] eliifel u- urf-:'ﬂfr{;ﬂm:rhfmw That L_mlrhﬂ At L dn; hlr!dm -3.-_-‘..:.,_.&.:“.-.-. .,‘,‘,:;_'_‘i',,_ ~erye
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Viiklam, und we Frilay night, mysalf fore he gavo hisel§ up, > 1 tasiks the barrow b, and the nest A - o -
sl her husksned wemt 10 the spot be-  After the S edeies been gone Moening 1 udm-hnhun T aervid o e demee Lo e e
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twers ( and 7 o'cleck, Cilllam sersich= the fullowing  coufesion, @0 intemt £ vy oo
e the dirt awuy, aud the piece of red by Hollomay, was reas! : L
eotion wis @il thern.  We the 7 Ann Keasett knew pothing of
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the body ouf, theew it into the ALK B St 1 gt
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Sl Llilbasway, whis was thts s beicke €060 of North Steine Bow. 1 lefi hiad oo dropped i the Court— — pSEtegie 184 i b Eaiged e
luyer. 1 saw ibeibresased for the last Celan there, aud 1obd her gowaii (1 | The Judge ealled mpon the pri-  00Ce e mar .¢I1ll-r||--i o B,
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Barbarous
MURDER AT ENFIELD,

FEUAUSUAUSUA U]

Committed on the body of Benjamin Dauby, aged 23, on the 19th Dec, 1832,

THE village of Enficld bas been thrown inte very
considerable wlanm by she discovery of the body of
Benjamin Danby, the sun of the late Mr. Danby, the
well-knoswn wig-muLur in the lnner T:mplt, whio
was found inhumanly murdered in a ditch on Enfield
Chase, near the New River, on 20th Dec. last.

It uppears that some years agn the deceased of-
fended his father and went to sen. A few weeks
since he relurned to London with a eonsiderable sum
of maney, when he went to reside with a relation,
Mr. Addington, master-baker, of Enfiekd. He was
in the habit of visiting public-houses, and conversing
freely with ruy one whon he met with.

O Wednesday, the 19th inst deceased left the
resilence of Mr, Addington, and procesded to a
neighbouring public-house called the Horse Shoe,
While thg_-mpi.o. entered into conversation with three
men, named William Juhnson, a gardener ; Samuel
Fair, a brewer's drmyman ; and —— Cooper, a lu-
bourer; who perceiving that he had plenty of money,
invited him to join them in a game at dominoes, (o
which he consented, and they played till the landlord
turmed them out.  Nothing further was heand of
young Danhy il the following morning, about six
wclock, when his body was found lying in the ditch
in a lane called White's-lune, by a boy namea Dennis
and a man named Weller, who were going o their
daily labour, They ciaused an immediate alarm, and
several of the villazers came to the spol, when on
turning the body on its back, they found the face
dreadfully Incerated, and the right cheek neady cut
off. In the throat, near the jugular vein, there was
a deep stab, which appeared to have been efiected by
a bisteher’s knife. The body was dressed, and from
the appearances of the earth by the side of the
ditch, the unfortunate man seems to have ulﬂi;;g]&(l
hard with his murderers. The mutilated corpse was
carried 1o the Horse Shoe, and the parish authorities
forwarded information of the horrible affuir to the
Coroner.

On Friday an inquest was held on the bady, which presented
& most appaliing spectacle.  The right sido of the deceascd’s fuco
was cut neross a8 if be bad stroggled with the murderer when he
attempted to et his thront,  The poor fellow's cheek was cal come
||-'|.:Lg!r '|.I|rgu,_|;]|—lle uF-ulnr vein and Ih"ll:.llpip: wing :r]nlralﬁ]-. and
at the splue therg were theee or four hoggling cuts, as il the per-
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petontor bl made an o et o cot it thravgh @ the elin was cut
off, amild the Tage generally mangled.  The wound in the neek (ha
docror pronsmesd to be quite seflident te conse death: aod from
thit matu lie other wounds, there is oo doubt bak the decessad
straggled desperntely with his merciless nssnilanis. His fingers
were nearly cul off, no deubt o laying buld of the Enifo to save
bkl

The Jury sat for several honrs examining witnesses, and alii=
mately adjpurned the inguest to Wednesday, the 26th inat,, when
Cooper mude o (ol conlession to the Magistrates of the murder,
which was effected by the prisoner Johmson, who first tripped up
the snfortunate young man, and then stuck the knife in his throat :
they alterwards robilesd him of Between three and four pounds, mnd
threw him inta the diteh, where they left him.

The Caromer then summed np the evidence, and the Jury re-
turned the following verdict :—* We fingd that ulsowt m'ldg"ﬁ't. on
the 101 instant, the deceaped, Beninmin Couch Danhy, aged 27,
was wlilfaliy mordered by Willinm Joknson and John ("uaprr, mnd
that Samoel Fore was as occessary before the fuct.  They are now
salely lodged in Newgate 1o await their trial. '

il

COPY OF YERSES.
COME, listen to this tale of woe, good peopla far and near,
A wretched deed 1 will unfeld, most shocking for to hear
Ta rend of such a craelty will make your blood ron cold,
Committed by these monsters base for the sake of worthless gold.

The vietim to thoswe wretches hands bad lately come from sen,!
A yoang man aged twenty-seven, birumyght up respectahly, >
Whose fricnds within the Temple dwells, sud Dunby keown by

name, x
With aching bearts they now lament barbarians mecurs'd shame,

A month or co las searce elapsed since Danby came on shore,
Not thinking that we all su soon his sad fate shoald deplore ¢
Ta Esfeld with delight he went his Gousin for to see,

But, ah ! that poor onhappy place did prove his desting.,

To the Crown and Forse-Shoe at Close side, yousg Dunby did

repair,

With kiguors to regale himeelf-=-n Britich sailor’s cheer,
Those reffians then eoticed Lim st dominoes to play,
And whea the lisuse shut np at night deluded bim away.

Diown o dark lape, calld Enfleld Chase, they did him thus trepan,
In view of geiting more to drink-—how wretched was the plan §

Sg barbarously with knives and sticks they fell him to the ground,
His throat thoy cut, and rebl'd from him the bare sun of 4 pound,

Put now they are to justice broaght for their sad erueity,
Let's hape, 1o die as wanlerers upen the fatal tree,

A public speetacle to view, all others for to warn,

That they from sinfolness soon may to rightenasness retarn,

Printed by W. Taylor, wholesale aid retail,
16, Waterloo Rond, near the Coburg Theatre.,
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TRIAL and SERNTERCE

©f Jcb Joseph Ward For the

head.,

lowed and sked witness what

L wanted witls him ? he waa tokl

that be new very well what ke

was wanted for, when a police-
{H]]

nun cnne
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ineas  waisd (L]
El ner hal shamefully [1b-irebed
kv ehahl e he replicd vhat be dild
not beat or Ellueat the childe bt
that be fell upon |t
_ This was tha case bor ibe prose-
thon.

Mr. Payne then addifrossed  the
Jury an some lemgihe oud ealled
upm seversl witneses, whe gure
1lin prisomer & ﬁﬂﬂl charcier for
humanity, amil alse siabed that ha
Bppeire! ko ba exesedingly fond of
elidron

Thes fary then retired for about
turenty minsies, when tiey retarsel
nddl 1he Foreman deel & virdlet
of Glwiliy, i

The Prisoner way (ben removed
from ihe har, He wea shortly afior-

l!’u:l. L
recanne lbe awial sentepce of he
Caart.

The Lond Chiel Jusslee, nildrms
ing hikm anid that he hed beem coa-
vic'ed, sfter & most carelul snd pa-
tivnt inuiry, of tbe kighest orimn
knomn io the faw—that of 8 murder
of & fellow cresture, sod bis celme
was sgzravaed by the circamsinaca
“"’Iil |n.i;- Twimg llwnla_w]m
I eoskd nok BN iy |
In Dk with risdene 'I'{‘,“"'N"__h':; iug offimer, II’I gnmu, hrin
the tridl of Joh Joasp rd, who inlon the injurics the child caused the r-""";"'":"uul_l":':‘l" Mo 0¢ any one slee;  What metlve he
ety oharged with e Wallal murrivd n-rrl'l]n::ldn.|wl thebanse o received were quite sufficicat ;lr_ut::h:-‘m 1-;:: T A it hind foe the comminlonof the oflince
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et witness cable] was Jage Kasted ta the hopital, stat ik that & blow frem such a i duwn ia e streel haf“n‘l-::rw?;auz female with
{he imetr whio wag deeply affectisd | the deccused wis admitted BY pmmer mu-t pessmsarily bare pro 5 arsm, Hapeve liked ..mi';nhf:ml“ aml was tha
whils givieg the folluwing evidente. him ot half-past 13 o'clock O Jeced much grester fecel injury e livs shapped (1 while ot Cha IILal R G0
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A selection of crime or murder broadsides: 1. Horrid murder of


https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/street-literature#

three children, 1842 = British Library; 2. Eight persons
murdered, between 1836-41 = Harvard Library; 3. Dr Barnard
sentenced to penal transportation, 1855 = British Library;
4. Execution of John Holloway, 1831 = Harvard Library; 5.
Barbarous murder at Enfield, 1832 =] Harvard Library; 6.

Trial and sentence of Job Joseph Ward, 1841 = British
Library

Murder Broadsides
* See Crime, Broadsides and Social Change, 1800-1850, p. 22

Executions had long been public affairs and were frequently
attended by thousands, if not tens of thousands, with many
coming from farther afield to ‘make a day of it’. The more
notorious the condemned and the more grisly the crime, the
greater the crowd. But executions were also an opportunity to
make a profit. Sold on execution day, for a penny or less,
were broadsides (sheets printed on one side) recounting the
crimes and confessions of the condemned, and pity for their
victims. They were accompanied by often lurid illustrations
and gory details, including a little Victorian-style CSI to
describe the perpetrators’ capture and conviction.

Left: A Souvenir ‘murder mug’, c. 1824 =] Royal Pavilion &
Museums, Brighton & Hove; Right: Glazed earthenware figure of

condemned murderer James B. Rush, 1848/49 [=] Norfolk Museums
Collections


https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/broadside-horrid-murder-of-three-children
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990031855530203941
https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/broadside-trial-and-sentence-of-dr-barnard
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990069561350203941s
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990029326120203941
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/street-literature#
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/street-literature#
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1057%2F978-1-137-59789-2#about
https://dams-brightonmuseums.org.uk/assetbank-pavilion/action/viewAsset?id=27747&index=0&total=84&view=viewSearchItem
https://dams-brightonmuseums.org.uk/assetbank-pavilion/action/viewAsset?id=27747&index=0&total=84&view=viewSearchItem
http://norfolkmuseumscollections.org/collections/objects/object-4185705194.html/#!/?q=james%2Brush
http://norfolkmuseumscollections.org/collections/objects/object-4185705194.html/#!/?q=james%2Brush

Alongside the peddlers who sold broadsides were others hawking
trinkets and souvenirs. While enjoying your fun family day out
on execution day, you might treat yourself to a commemorative
murder mug — yes, an actual mug commemorating someone’s
execution by hanging. And if drinking your tea from a murder
mug is not to your taste, perhaps I can interest you in a
porcelain figure of James Rush, hanged in 1849 for a double
murder, and whose execution drew a crowd of 20,000.

[x]
Murder of William Weare by John Thurtell and two accomplices.

Hand-colored etching, published 14 January 1824 ' o National
Portrait Gallery, London
[x]

Trial & execution of Captain William Moir for the murder of
William Malcolm, 1830 [x] Harvard Library

Murder Fonts

Over the course of three centuries, from Gutenberg in the
1450s right through to John Baskerville in the middle of the


https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990081196070203941
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw202735/John-Thurtell-William-Weare-Joseph-Henry-Blaine-Hunt-William-Probert?
https://www.npg.org.uk/collections/search/portrait/mw202735/John-Thurtell-William-Weare-Joseph-Henry-Blaine-Hunt-William-Probert?
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides

eighteenth century, the technology of printing had remained
virtually unchanged. In fact, so little had changed that
Gutenberg would surely have felt quite at home in a printshop
of the 1750s. But the Industrial Revolution changed every
aspect of the printing industry, powering it with steam and
then electricity, mechanizing printing, typefounding, paper-
making and typesetting, transforming printing into a genuine
mass medium. But the nineteenth century also witnessed a rich
aesthetic transformation too — a full-blown typographic
renaissance. If in the eighteenth century Giambattista Bodoni
had shocked his contemporaries with the extreme contrast and
novelty of his fonts, then the nineteenth century shrugged and
said, ‘hold my beer’.

(x]

=]
A small taste of what happened to fonts in the 19th century.

From Hamilton’s Catalogue N 14, published in 1899

= Unicorn Graphics via H&Co.

Murder broadsides made use of a dizzying array of new display
typefaces designed for a burgeoning poster advertising
industry. The so-called Fat Face typefaces, extreme contrast
versions of the previous century’s Didone or Modern types,
were especially popular with printers of these broadsides.

(x]

Advertising demanded more and bigger fonts. From Street Life
in London, 1877

= LS Library

The century also gave birth to the first sans serif printing
types, c¢. 1816, initially called Egyptian and later dubbed
Grotesque or Gothic. The 1820s saw the first reversed contrast
typefaces, initially called French Antique or Italian. Then
Ionic, which shared a lot with Moderns and Egyptians but with
bracketed serifs. Then came the slab serifs (confusingly, like
the first sans, also know as Egyptian) appeared in the same
decade, immortalized in cuts like Clarendon (1845). And then


http://www.unicorngraphics.com/wood%20type%20museum.asp
https://www.typography.com/blog/a-treasury-of-wood-type-online
https://ilovetypography.com/2008/05/30/a-brief-history-of-type-part-4/
https://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/collections/streetlifeinlondon
https://digital.library.lse.ac.uk/collections/streetlifeinlondon
https://ilovetypography.com/2012/09/25/beauty-and-ugliness-in-type-font-design/
https://ilovetypography.com/2008/06/20/a-brief-history-of-type-part-5/

there was everything in between: condensed, expanded, shaded,
inline and outline, flared, twisted, rounded, wedge and
bifurcated serifs, ornamented, floral, and other
eccentricities which still pretty much defy classification.

[x]
Because nothing says murder and execution like a floral

woodtype, c¢. 1826 = British Library

[x]
Murder broadside published in 1862 that resembles a Commercial

Classics specimen. I like the square counters in the sans [=]
Harvard Library

[x]
Murder broadside from 1865. An early geometric sans? Also,

that U! ' Harvard Library
=]

Ransom note typography, 1832 = Harvard Library
[=]

Another Fat Face typeface, a favorite with printers of crime

broadsides, 1835 = Harvard Library
[=]

A cut-off-the-corners ‘college’ font. Reading, 1862 ]
Harvard Library

Murder or execution broadsides followed a fairly consistent
formula: Fat face, bold condensed sans and heavy Clarendon-
esque slab serifs for the title and subtitles, and Sometimes
even a decorative wood type — I guess the printer, who had
surely purchased the expensive wood-type for other purposes,
wished to get their money’s worth.

Cut & paste hangman. The same 0Old Bailey courthouse woodcut
with space left under the scaffold for the addition of the
requisite number of hanging figures. The courthouse has since
been rebuilt (1902), but in the background is St Sepulchre’s

Church, built in the 17th century and still standing L
Harvard Library


https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/broadside--a-most-barbarous-and-inhuman-murder
https://commercialclassics.com/
https://commercialclassics.com/
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990147640800203941
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog?search_field=all_fields&view=masonry1
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990029266710203941
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990069449750203941
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog/46-990022193090203941
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Bailey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Sepulchre-without-Newgate
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St_Sepulchre-without-Newgate
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/crime-broadsides/catalog?search_field=all_fields&view=masonry

[x]

The wood engravings and woodcuts used for the illustrations
are of the victim, the actual crime in progress, or a town-
square filled with spectators. Many of the illustrations are
of executions performed outside the 0ld Bailey in London,
which was once attached to Newgate prison. Frequently in the
gallows woodcuts, a space is left under the scaffold for the
addition of the requisite number of hanged figures.

“Between 1735 and 1868 in England and Wales, more than 9,300
people convicted of capital crimes were publicly executed.”v

vSource: Harvard Library

The End

In England, the Capital Punishment Amendment Act of 1868
brought an end to public executions and the murder broadside.
And by the start of the twentieth century, penny dreadfuls
were on the way out, steadily supplanted by countless
alternatives and sometimes evolving into new kinds of
periodicals, from comics to general interest and educational
magazines; but also into equally lurid and sensational
periodicals like the popular, The Illustrated Police News,
forerunner of the tabloid press, and once voted, ‘the worst
newspaper in England’.

(x]

Above: Victorian nasty, from The Illustrated Police News,
Saturday 28 March 1896

It ran sensational stories of blood, guts, and the bizarre —
everything from a maniacal octopus to suicides, murders,
murder-suicides, peeping-toms, patricide, matricide, and
fratricide; and with truly memorable headlines like, ‘Shock
for mourners when dead girl sits up in coffin’ (22 April
1899), and ‘Girl shoots a man dead at a ball for treading on


https://library.harvard.edu/collections/english-crime-and-execution-broadsides

her foot and declining to apologize’ (5 Feb. 1898).

x]
[x]
[x]

Two covers and an interior full-page illustration from The
Illustrated Police News, (1896, 1898, 1899) once dubbed ‘the
worst newspaper in England’. Appetites for the kind of content
penny dreadfuls once served was fulfilled by other illustrated

periodicals, forerunners of the tabloid press = o British
Newspaper Archive

The nineteenth century witnessed a reading revolution. Never
before in the West had so many read so much. Crime broadsides
shed light on early nineteenth-century mores, on attitudes
towards morality, crime, punishment and redemption — and their
penchant for the macabre. Although cheap, sensational, and
ephemeral, penny dreadfuls were always much more than
disposable entertainment. They improved literacy, and whether
praised or pilloried, they got children excited about reading
regularly. The genre forever transformed children’s
literature, introducing generations of young readers to the
novel and enduring notion of reading for pleasure. @
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