
Reddit mods are fighting to
keep AI slop off subreddits.
They could use help.

Some moderators say generative AI helps people spam unwanted
content on a subreddit, including posts that are irrelevant to
the subreddit and posts that attack users.

“[Generative AI] content is almost entirely posted for purely
self promotional/monetary reasons, and we as mods on Reddit
are constantly dealing with abusive users just spamming their
content without regard for the rules,” Abrownn said.

A  moderator  of  the  r/wallpaper  subreddit,  which  permits
generative AI, disagrees. The mod told me that generative AI
“provides new routes for novel content” in the subreddit and
questioned concerns about generative AI stealing from human
artists or offering lower-quality work, saying those problems
aren’t unique to generative AI:

Even in our community, we observe human-generated content
that is subjectively low quality (poor camera/[P]hotoshopping
skills,  low-resolution  source  material,  intentional
“shitposting”). It can be argued that AI-generated content
amplifies this behavior, but our experience (which we haven’t
quantified) is that the rate of such behavior (whether human-
generated  or  AI-generated  content)  has  not  changed  much
within our own community.

But we’re not a very active community—[about] 13 posts per
day … so it very well could be a “frog in boiling water”
situation.
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Generative AI “wastes our time”
Many  mods  are  confident  in  their  ability  to  effectively
identify posts that use generative AI. A bigger problem is how
much time it takes to identify these posts and remove them.

The r/AskHistorians mods, for example, noted that all bans on
the  subreddit  (including  bans  unrelated  to  AI)  have  “an
appeals process,” and “making these assessments and reviewing
AI appeals means we’re spending a considerable amount of time
on something we didn’t have to worry about a few years ago.”

They added:

Frankly, the biggest challenge with [generative AI] usage is
that it wastes our time. The time spent evaluating responses
for AI use, responding to AI evangelists who try to flood our
subreddit with inaccurate slop and then argue with us in
modmail, [direct messages that message a subreddits’ mod
team], and discussing edge cases could better be spent on
other subreddit projects, like our podcast, newsletter, and
AMAs, … providing feedback to users, or moderating input from
users who intend to positively contribute to the community.

Several  other  mods  I  spoke  with  agree.  Mathgeek007,  for
example, named “fighting AI bros” as a common obstacle. And
for r/wheeloftime moderator Halaku, the biggest challenge in
moderating against generative AI is “a generational one.”
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