Reddit won’t interfere with
users revolting against X
with subreddit bans

Reddit is staying out of the current revolt against social
media website X and, to a lesser degree, Meta, on its
platform.

Since Tuesday, hundreds of subreddits have discussed and/or
implemented bans against the site formerly called Twitter, as
reported by 404 Media. Dozens of subreddits have already
agreed to disallow the sharing of any links to X, with
moderators (volunteer Reddit users) agreeing to enforce the
bans.

The trend seemed to start among subreddits focused on sports-
related topics, like the subreddits for the NFL, the Vancouver
Canucks NHL team, and the Liverpool Football Club, as reported
by Mashable. However, as of today, subreddits of various
topics are discussing X bans. Reddit users in support of X
bans like the one instituted by r/londonontario have pointed
to various reasoning, including not being able to see tweet
links without having an X account, Elon Musk appearing to make
a Nazi salute at the presidential inauguration on Monday (as
cited by r/Christianity’s and r/newjersey'’'s bans, for
example), and general dislike for Musk and/or how he runs X.

Yesterday, the mods of r/Seahawks, for example, enacted a rule
that bans sharing links to X but allows X videos that aren’t
AI-generated, per a post from one of the subreddit’s
moderators yesterday:

. we feel that social media platform owners and investors
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have a responsibility to remain out of the political, social
and economic media forum for the benefit and neutrality of
they’'re [sic] business and services they provide. The
internet has never been a place of free speech and it never
will be. We are all accountable for things we do and say. We
would hope you all understand the dynamics of this decision
and stay to talk Seahawks football.

Reddit won’t interfere

Ars Technica reached out to Reddit for a response to X bans
and whether such bans could be interpreted as breaking any of
Reddit’s rules. Reddit users will recall that when moderators
were recently viewed by Reddit as breaking Reddit rules at
scale (by making subreddits read-only or private in protest of
Reddit’s new API access rules and pricing), Reddit responded
by removing moderators that refused to re-open protesting
subreddits. This time, though, moderators’ actions are
aboveboard.
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