Sorry, yetis are just bears

Yetis are just local bears, according to DNA tests on hair and
teeth specimens that allegedly belonged to the legendary
abominable snowman.

In the continuing quest to figure out whether the yeti exists,
scientists analyzed nine “yeti” samples that came from sources
like mummified animals and a stuffed yeti in museums. (The
samples belong to a company making a film about yetis.)
Researchers compared the DNA of these purported yeti samples
to 15 samples of genetic material from brown bears. Eight of
the “yeti” turned out to be just local bears, according to a
study published in the journal Proceedings of Royal Society B.
The ninth sample, the one that belonged to the stuffed yeti,
was actually a stuffed bear with the teeth of a dog.

So, for example, the “yetis” from Tibet were Tibetan bears,
and the ones from Himalaya were just Himalayan bears, said co-
author Charlotte Lindqvist, a University at Buffalo
geneticist, according to The Guardian. She added that the
results would be “perhaps slightly disappointing to the film
company.” I bet.

This isn’t the first time that DNA tests have disproven yeti
claims. A few years ago, Oxford University geneticist Bryan
Sykes analyzed “yeti” samples from around the world, only to
find that they mostly belonged to raccoons, cows, sheep, and
even a human. At least bears are a little closer to the yeti
than raccoons.


https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/sorry-yetis-are-just-bears/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeti
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1868/20171804
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/284/1868/20171804
http://biology.buffalo.edu/faculty/lindqvist/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2017/nov/29/dna-sampling-exposes-nine-yeti-specimens-as-eight-bears-and-a-dog?CMP=share_btn_tw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bryan_Sykes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bryan_Sykes
http://rspb.royalsocietypublishing.org/content/281/1789/20140161

