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The book was first published as a hardcover by McGraw Hill
Higher in 1972, the year of author Henry Dreyfuss’ death.
Henry was an acclaimed industrial designer and native of
Brooklyn, New York. His firm designed a broad range of
products including vacuum cleaners, telephones, fountain pens,
alarm clocks, a locomotive, tractors, a wall-mounted
thermostat, cameras, and other items, many becoming ubiquitous
in 20th century America.


https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/symbol-sourcebook-an-authoritative-guide-to-international-graphic-symbols/
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Susan Kare used the Symbol Sourcebook for inspiration when she
designed the original Macintosh icons. She said 1in an
interview, “One of my favourite parts of the book is its list
of hobo signals, that hobos used to contact each other when
they were on the road.”


https://www.newyorker.com/culture/cultural-comment/the-woman-who-gave-the-macintosh-a-smile
https://web.stanford.edu/dept/SUL/sites/mac/primary/interviews/kare/books.html
https://www.logodesignlove.com/hobo-signs-and-symbols

POSITIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Blood (ife], fire fwasmth), pasion,
sentiment, valor, patriotisn, revoh
ticn, Cheist, Tiberty

NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Blood {spiled), fire fburningl, death
thices and sublimation, wounds,
surging and tearing emotions, pas
siams, wee, snarehy, revolution, ma
Tyaciom, dangae, the davit

ALCHEMY
Third susge: Sulphur, patsion

ART
Chiness Art:
Block on eed: Happiness
Gold on red: Special happiness
Fied on blue: Old mourning
Red on groen: Happiness
Red on white: Impartant notice
Rodt o0 yellonr: Royal
Wihite on red: Good lugk
Paesian Rugs: Jay, lile, hapaines

ASTROLOGY
Temple of Nebuchadnezzar: Third
Teve! of building, devoted 1o Mans
Early Zodise: Mars, ruling Aries and
Scarpio

CULTURE COMPARISONS
Amarican Indian: Masculine, day
Cherokee: Success and teiumah
Hogi:

China: Worn by emperer to uwh-p
the sun; corsl button on

mmgr
England: koo the Hivery of the
royalty

France: Red kerchiefs worn sround
necksby aristoceats in postguiliotine

days
dapan: Fighting, ange, danger, pér-
mitive
Theater: Used as awarm and attrac.
thee color las an opnotite to blug)
United States:

Red rose: Love
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POSITIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Firgand flames, marriage, hospitality,
benevolence, celestial Truit, price
and embition, earthly wisdom

NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS

Matevolence, Satan

ASTROLOGY
Templs of Nebuchadmezzar
Second level of bullding devated to
the planst Jupiter

EDUCATION (doctorate hoods)
United States

Apricot: Nursing

Maiza: Agriculture

Orange: Engincering

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Chawiy wiring:  Sereen grids and
SRCONC LFANETOr Badet

GEMS
Josinth:  Modeity, cures heart 3il
menty

HANDLING OF GOODS

Tnte Governmental Maritions Conpul
tative Organization shipping labels:
Explosives, fievworks

HERALDRY
Tinctures:
Tenre: Strength and endurance

HOLIDAYS
Thanksgwirg, Hallgween

MEDICINE
Ancithetics {Swedenl: Cyclopropane

METEOROLOGY
Weatherfront markings on maps: In
ol convergence zone
MusIC
Tastruments:
Brass
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POSITIVE ASSOCIATI

nation 300 compohinsive’
ration, magnanimity, o
iRt supreme  wisdam,
walues, divinity, ripeniog]

NEGATIVE ASSOCIAT|

Blue o yellow: Old
Giold on yellow: Special|
Fiod on yellow: Royal

Faysian nugs: me,-
Pertian rugs [cream):

ASTROLOGY

nwm es: Civing (166818
on\y the emperor could

DIRECTION (cardinal
Apsche, Navaho, Omsha,

The san, lioht, Hluminstion,

L
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TIVE AsSOCInTiONs
fertibity of the

X 5
s hope. Lt vmnh‘
i o e vt

i whdem

mﬂ\«‘E ASSOCIATIONS
“'mql ik batwesn black
red animal life:

ﬂ"

Rkt B, s
m

[, muciness

opposition, moral degraca

bioeee At
Bon o grewn: Women's colors
3 .

Tample of Neuchadnersar:
Fitth level of building, devoted 10

Indian: Feminine
Aing (13681644
o wegetation, rain,

E Facg of Modi Civing, guard
L o the oy )

i South

RICAL ENGINEERING
Wiring:  Control gridts, diode
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POSITIVE ASSOCIATIONS

The sky. Light biue connotes day,
the calm sea; thinking, religious
fecking, devotion, innocence, truth,
constancy, justice, charity, co'd

NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS
Dark blue connotes night and ihe
stormy sea; doubt and discourage
ment

ART

Chinese Art:
Bipck on blus: Low cliss
Blug on black: Evil ipint
Blue on green: Women's color
Blue on white: Devil's color
Biue on peliow: 0d mourning
Red on blue: 0id mouming
White o0 blue of Dlmk: Lowse
elnis mourning
Yeslow on biué: Divine

Parsian Rugs: The waricr, power and
might

ASTROLOGY
Temple of Nebuchadnerzar
Sixth bevel of building, devoted to
the planet Mercury
Early Zodise: Jupiter, nuling Siget.
tariug and Pisces

CULTURE COMPARISONS
Amesican Indian: Femining
Cherokeo: Tribulstion and defeat
China: Worn by emperos to worthip
the sky; blug button on cap worn by
ing officials

Seaton: Spring

Eqyot: Virtse, laith, truth
Gauli Worn by saves

Japan; In theater, color of vill
supenatural creatures, ghosis
fionds

Tiber:

Light blue:  Catestial

United States: Baby boy

DIRECTION (cardinal points)
Apache, Cherokes, Omaha, Sioux:
North

Creek, Navaho: South

Mopi, Isleta, Zuniz West

Tibet: South
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POSITIVE ASSOCIATIONS
P tuality, royalty. love of
empire, patience, hu-
e

NEGATIVE ASSOCIATIONS

Sublimation, martyrdom, mourn
regrat, pmitence, cesgnation,
mility

CULTURE COMPARISONS
China: Worn by ltarary and educated

Egypt: Virtue and faith
dapan: Gracetul, obelity
Rome: Roval e of the Casars

DIRECTION (cardinal points]
Ireland: East

EDUCATION (doctorate hoods)
France:

Purple: Science

Viglet: Recior, sdminiviration
United States:

Purple: Law

Lilae: Centistry

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING
Chasis wiring: Power wppiy, minus
Cireuits [Switzertand): Aerisl, olee
teoseaustic

ELEMENTS
Judaie [Jossphus): Sea

FOLKLORE
Death:

Proparstion fos:  Egyptisn warrioe
catrind amutets of purple stone
Medieval magicians’ vestrarits: Pur

ple on Sunday, works of light

GEMS

Amethyst:  Cured and peevented
drunkenness; faith, charity, pesce
and davotion, pewers of endearment,
cured gout, gove plessint dicams.
when placed under pillow; birth
store for February

Caeza
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Over a number of years Henry and his staff assembled a
database of more than 20,000 symbols. The collection served as
raw material for the 1,000 or so graphic marks categorised in
the Symbol Sourcebook. Here’'s a good bit from the
introduction

in Greek

dnAnTpioy

in Japanese
Here is a word

in Russian

OTpaBa

hy

I could go on and write this word in every language
in the world and literally fill several pages of this book. Yet in the interest
of expediency, all | need do is substitute one simple drawing. The symbol
means exactly the same as each one of these words: POISON. And itis
equally intelligible whatever the language of the viewer — and perhaps even
more so than the word itself. The viewer who can neither read nor write
immediately recognizes the danger this symbol so graphically conveys.

in Hebrew

Adweek asked design historian Russell Flinchum, author of the


https://www.adweek.com/digital/henry-dreyfusss-lost-and-found-symbol-sourcebook/

Henry Dreyfuss biography, for a comment about the book. “The
origins began with a desire to label John Deere and National
Supply Co. (o0oil drilling equipment) with standard
international labels that wouldn’t have to be changed from
country to country, thus saving much time and effort.”
Gathering the symbols was mostly a joint project for Henry and
his wife, Doris, who worked closely with Paul Clifton, the
main designer on the job. “It began with a mass mailing of
every organisation involved with symbols they could think of,
then collating this information and boiling it down to
standard appearances.”

GRAPHIC FORM

“If a system of symbols could be compiled that would be
equally recognisable in Lagos and Lapland, perhaps the dream
of a universal basic means of communication could be realised.
I believe this is possible.”

— Henry Dreyfuss


https://amzn.to/2Xkorv7
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Second-hand hardcovers (1972) and new paperbacks (1984) can be
picked up on Amazon (.com, .co.uk, .ca).

https://www.logodesignlove.com/symbol-sourcebook-henry-dreyfus
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