DOGE did not find $2T 1in
fraud, but that doesn’t
matter, Musk allies say

Over time, more will be learned about how DOGE operated and
what impact DOGE had. But it seems likely that even Musk would
agree that DOGE failed to uncover the vast fraud he continues
to predict exists in government.

DOGE supposedly served “higher
purpose”

While Musk continues to fixate on fraud in the federal budget,
his allies in government and Silicon Valley have begun
spinning anyone criticizing DOGE’s failure to hit the promised
target as missing the “higher purpose” of DOGE, The Guardian
reported.

Five allies granted anonymity to discuss DOGE’s goals told The
Guardian that the point of DOGE was to “fundamentally” reform
government by eradicating “taboos” around hiring and firing,
“expanding the use of untested technologies, and lowering
resistance to boundary-pushing start-ups seeking federal
contracts.” Now, the federal government can operate more like
a company, Musk’'s allies said.

The libertarian think tank, the Cato Institute, did celebrate
DOGE for producing “the largest peacetime workforce cut on
record,” even while acknowledging that DOGE had little impact
on federal spending.

“It is important to note that DOGE’'s target was to reduce the
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budget in absolute real terms without reference to a baseline
projection. DOGE did not cut spending by either standard,” the
Cato Institute reported.

Currently, DOGE still exists as a decentralized entity, with
DOGE staffers appointed to various agencies to continue
cutting alleged waste and finding alleged fraud. While some
fear that the White House may choose to “re-empower” DOGE to
make more government-wide cuts in the future, Musk has
maintained that he would never helm a DOGE-like government
effort again and the Cato Institute said that “the evidence
supports Musk’s judgment.”

“DOGE had no noticeable effect on the trajectory of spending,
but it reduced federal employment at the fastest pace since
President Carter, and likely even before,” the Institute
reported. “The only possible analogies are demobilization
after World War II and the Korean War. Reducing spending 1is
more important, but cutting the federal workforce is nothing
to sneeze at, and Musk should look more positively on DOGE’s
impact.”

Although the Cato Institute joined allies praising DOGE’s
dramatic shrinking of the federal workforce, the director of
the Center for Effective Public Management at the Brookings
Institution, Elaine Kamarck, told Ars in November that DOGE
“cut muscle, not fat” because “they didn’t really know what
they were doing.”

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/12/doge-did-not-find-
2t-in-fraud-but-that-doesnt-matter-musk-allies-say/
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NJ's answer to flooding: 1it
has bought out and demolished
1,200 properties

’

“A lot of people weren’t happy,” said Byra, recalling that
some neighbors thought they should receive more money for
their homes. Byra said she and her husband figured they would
have a hard time selling on their own, so they accepted the
buyout and moved to a home on higher ground, but still in
Manville, where she grew up.

Except when a major flood happens, Onderko said, Manville is a
good place to live. So homeowners, even in the two parts of
town known for flooding, can go years without having to deal
with a water disaster.

Onderko said residents had long relied on a mix of government
help in rebuilding after flooding, but two years after Ida hit
in 2021, the state said it would use federal funds only for
Blue Acres buyouts of flood-prone properties in Manville.

Onderko said he and residents were caught off guard by the
change in policy. He also believes that elevation and repair
remained viable alternatives for some of the houses. The
buyouts take time, he said, and the town loses tax revenue
from the properties sold via the Blue Acres program. “It
doesn’t help the town to lose [tax] rateables,” said the
mayor, who said the town also bears the cost of maintaining
the open space.

Now in his third term as mayor, Onderko, who lives in a house
on higher ground than his boyhood home, seems more like a
property manager than municipal executive as he presides over
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a town that is a mix of neighborhoods. Some are on higher
ground and do not flood, but others are in areas that get
caught repeatedly in deluges. There, vacant grass lots left
from demolished Blue Acres properties are interspersed with
homes that have been elevated, repaired or are still in
recovery mode. “It’s very frustrating,” said Onderko.

Looking to the future, the mayor said he believes many more
homes will be at risk whenever the next flood happens. And
Onderko does not sound especially hopeful about how that will

go.

“It’s going to take a miracle to try to save this town,” he
said.

This article originally appeared on Inside Climate News, a
nonprofit, non-partisan news organization that covers climate,
energy and the environment. Sign up for their newsletter here.

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/12/as-floods-become-m
ore-severe-a-new-jersey-program-provides-a-model/

US can’t deport hate speech
researcher for protected
speech, lawsuit says

“Mr. Ahmed studies and engages in civic discourse about the
content moderation policies of major social media companies in
the United States, the United Kingdom, and the European
Union,” his lawsuit said. “There is no conceivable foreign
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policy impact from his speech acts whatsoever.”

In his complaint, Ahmed alleged that Rubio has so far provided
no evidence that Ahmed poses such a great threat that he must
be removed. He argued that “applicable statutes expressly
prohibit removal based on a noncitizen’s ‘past, current, or
expected beliefs, statements, or associations.’”

According to DHS guidance from 2021 cited in the suit, “A
noncitizen’ s exercise of their First Amendment rights
should never be a factor in deciding to take enforcement
action.”

To prevent deportation based solely on viewpoints, Rubio was
supposed to notify chairs of the House Foreign Affairs, Senate
Foreign Relations, and House and Senate Judiciary Committees,
to explain what “compelling US foreign policy interest” would
be compromised if Ahmed or others targeted with visa bans were
to enter the US. But there’s no evidence Rubio took those
steps, Ahmed alleged.

“The government has no power to punish Mr. Ahmed for his
research, protected speech, and advocacy, and Defendants
cannot evade those constitutional limitations by simply
claiming that Mr. Ahmed’s presence or activities have
‘potentially serious adverse foreign policy consequences for
the United States,’” a press release from his legal team said.
“There is no credible argument for Mr. Ahmed’s immigration
detention, away from his wife and young child.”

X lawsuit offers clues to Trump
officials’ defense

To some critics, it looks like the Trump administration 1is
going after CCDH in order to take up the fight that Musk
already lost. In his lawsuit against CCDH, Musk’s X echoed US
Senator Josh Hawley (R-Mo.) by suggesting that CCDH was a
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“foreign dark money group” that allowed “foreign interests” to
attempt to “influence American democracy.” It seems likely
that US officials will put forward similar arguments in their
CCDH fight.

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/12/us-cant-deport-hat
e-speech-researcher-for-protected-speech-lawsuit-says/

China drafts world’s
strictest rules to end AI-
encouraged suicide, violence

China drafted landmark rules to stop AI chatbots from
emotionally manipulating users, including what could become
the strictest policy worldwide intended to prevent AI-
supported suicides, self-harm, and violence.

China’'s Cyberspace Administration proposed the rules on
Saturday. If finalized, they would apply to any AI products or
services publicly available in China that use text, images,
audio, video, or “other means” to simulate engaging human
conversation. Winston Ma, adjunct professor at NYU School of
Law, told CNBC that the “planned rules would mark the world’s
first attempt to regulate AI with human or anthropomorphic
characteristics” at a time when companion bot usage 1is rising
globally.
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Growing awareness of problems

In 2025, researchers flagged major harms of AI companions,
including promotion of self-harm, violence, and terrorism.
Beyond that, chatbots shared harmful misinformation, made
unwanted sexual advances, encouraged substance abuse, and
verbally abused users. Some psychiatrists are increasingly
ready to link psychosis to chatbot use, the Wall Street
Journal reported this weekend, while the most popular chatbot
in the world, ChatGPT, has triggered lawsuits over outputs
linked to child suicide and murder-suicide.

China is now moving to eliminate the most extreme threats.
Proposed rules would require, for example, that a human
intervene as soon as suicide 1s mentioned. The rules also
dictate that all minor and elderly users must provide the
contact information for a gquardian when they register—the
guardian would be notified if suicide or self-harm 1is
discussed.

Generally, chatbots would be prohibited from generating
content that encourages suicide, self-harm, or violence, as
well as attempts to emotionally manipulate a user, such as by
making false promises. Chatbots would also be banned from
promoting obscenity, gambling, or instigation of a crime, as
well as from slandering or insulting users. Also banned are
what are termed “emotional traps,”—chatbots would additionally
be prevented from misleading users into making “unreasonable
decisions,” a translation of the rules indicates.

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/12/china-drafts-world
s-strictest-rules-to-end-ai-encouraged-suicide-violence/
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Big Tech basically took
Trump’s unpredictable trade
war lying down

A month earlier, the nonpartisan policy group the Center for
American Progress drew on government labor data to conclude
that US employers cut 12,000 manufacturing jobs in August, and
payrolls for manufacturing jobs had decreased by 42,000 since
April.

As tech companies take tech tariffs on the chin, perhaps out
of fears that rattling Trump could impact lucrative government
contracts, other US companies have taken Trump to court. Most
recently, Costco became one of the biggest corporations to sue
Trump to ensure that US businesses get refunded if Trump loses
the Supreme Court case, Bloomberg reported. Other recognizable
companies like Revlon and Kawasaki have also sued, but small
businesses have largely driven opposition to Trump’s tariffs,
Bloomberg noted.

Should the Supreme Court side with businesses—analysts predict
favorable odds—the US could owe up to $1 trillion in refunds.
Dozens of economists told SCOTUS that Trump simply doesn’t
understand why having trade deficits with certain countries
isn’'t a threat to US dominance, pointing out that the US “has
been running a persistent surplus in trade in services for
decades” precisely because the US “has the dominant technology
sector in the world.”

Justices seem skeptical that IEEPA grants Trump the authority,
ordinarily reserved for Congress, to impose taxes. However,
during oral arguments, Justice Amy Coney Barrett fretted that
undoing Trump’s tariffs could be “messy.” Countering that,
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small businesses have argued that it’s possible for Customs
and Border Patrol to set up automatic refunds.

While waiting for the SCOTUS verdict (now expected 1in
January), the CTA ended the year by advising tech companies to
keep their receipts in case refunds require requests for
tariffs line by line—potentially complicated by tariff rates
changing so drastically and so often.

Biggest tariff nightmare may come
in 2026

Looking into 2026, tech companies cannot breathe a sigh of
relief even if the SCOTUS ruling swings their way, though.
Under a separate, legally viable authority, Trump has
threatened to impose tariffs on semiconductors and any
products containing them, a move the semiconductor industry
fears could cost $1 billion.

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/12/big-tech-basically
-took-trumps-unpredictable-trade-war-1lying-down/

SPEED Act passes 1n House
despite changes that threaten
clean power projects

Both Levin and Davis pointed to a July memo from the
Department of Interior that requires all wind and solar


https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/11/keep-your-receipts-tech-firms-told-to-prepare-for-possible-tariff-refunds/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/04/trumps-tariffs-could-cost-semiconductor-industry-1-billion-industry-fears/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/04/trumps-tariffs-could-cost-semiconductor-industry-1-billion-industry-fears/
https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/speed-act-passes-in-house-despite-changes-that-threaten-clean-power-projects/
https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/speed-act-passes-in-house-despite-changes-that-threaten-clean-power-projects/
https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/speed-act-passes-in-house-despite-changes-that-threaten-clean-power-projects/

projects on federal land to receive higher-level approval from
Interior Secretary Doug Burgum.

“The administration is not even returning the phone calls of
project developers. They are not responding to applications
being submitted,” Davis said. “That sort of approach 1is in
stark contrast with the ‘white glove, concierge service’—and
that’s a quote from the Trump administration—the service they
are providing for fossil fuel companies to access our public
lands.”

The SPEED Act’s opponents also dispute the idea that NEPA
reviews are one of the primary causes of permitting delays,
arguing that reports from the Congressional Research Service
and other groups have found little evidence to support those
claims.

“Often missing in the conversation around NEPA 1is the
empirical research that’s been done, and there’s a lot of that
out there,” said Jarryd Page, a staff attorney at the
Environmental Law Institute, in a September interview with
Inside Climate News.

That research points to resource constraints as one of the
biggest roadblocks, Page said, like not having enough staff to
conduct the environmental reviews, or staff lacking adequate
experience and technical know-how.

Debate over NEPA and the reform of the permitting process will
now move into the Senate, where experts say the SPEED Act will
likely undergo further changes.

“I think as the bill goes forwards in the Senate, we'll
probably see a neutral, across-the-board approach to making
sure the process is fair for all technology types,” Xan
Fishman, an energy policy expert at the Bipartisan Policy
Center told ICN after Thursday'’s vote.

Fishman stressed it would be crucial to ensure permits for
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projects wouldn’t suddenly be cancelled for political reasons,
but said he was optimistic about how the SPEED Act would be
refined in the Senate.

“It’'s great to see Congress so engaged with permitting
reform,” he said. “Both sides of the aisle see a need to do
better.”

This article originally appeared on Inside Climate News, a
nonprofit, non-partisan news organization that covers climate,
energy and the environment. Sign up for their newsletter here.
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FCC's import ban on the best
new drones starts today

DJI sent numerous requests to the US government to audit its
devices in hopes of avoiding a ban, but the federal ban was
ultimately enacted based on previously acquired information,
The New York Times reported this week.

The news means that Americans will miss out on new drone
models from DJI, which owns 70 percent of the global drone
market in 2023, per Drone Industry Insights, and is widely
regarded as the premium drone maker. People can still buy
drones from US companies, but American drones have a
lackluster reputation compared to drones from DJI and other
Chinese companies, such as Autel. US-made drones also have a
reputation for being expensive, usually costing significantly
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more than their Chinese counterparts. DaCoda Bartels, C00 of
FlyGuys, which helps commercial drone pilots find work, told
the Times that US drones are also “half as good.”

There’s also concern among hobbyists that the ban will hinder
their ability to procure drone parts, potentially affecting
the repairability of approved drones and DIY projects.

US-based drone companies, meanwhile, are optimistic about
gaining business in an industry where it has historically been
hard to compete against Chinese brands. It’s also possible
that the ban will just result in a decline in US drone
purchases.

In a statement, Michael Robbins, president and CEO of the
Association for Uncrewed Vehicle Systems International
(AUVSI), which includes US drone companies like Skydio as
members, said the ban “will truly unleash American drone
dominance” and that the US cannot “risk.. dependence” on China
for drones.

“By prioritizing trusted technology and resilient supply
chains, the FCC’'s action will accelerate innovation, enhance
system security, and ensure the US drone industry expands
rather than remaining under foreign control,” Robbins said.

Understandably, DJI is “disappointed” by the FCC’s decision,
it said in a statement issued on Monday, adding:

While DJI was not singled out, no information has been
released regarding what information was used by the Executive
Branch in reaching its determination. Concerns about DJI’s
data security have not been grounded in evidence and instead
reflect protectionism, contrary to the principles of an open
market.

https://arstechnica.com/gadgets/2025/12/djis-new-drones-will-n
ot-be-available-in-the-us-as-fcc-ban-takes-effect/



OpenAIl’'s child exploitation
reports 1increased sharply
this year

During the first half of 2025, the number of CyberTipline
reports OpenAI sent was roughly the same as the amount of
content OpenAl sent the reports about-75,027 compared to
74,559. In the first half of 2024, it sent 947 CyberTipline
reports about 3,252 pieces of content. Both the number of
reports and pieces of content the reports saw a marked
increase between the two time periods.

Content, in this context, could mean multiple things. OpenAIl
has said that it reports all instances of CSAM, including
uploads and requests, to NCMEC. Besides its ChatGPT app, which
allows users to upload files—including images—and can generate
text and images in response, OpenAIl also offers access to its
models via API access. The most recent NCMEC count wouldn’t
include any reports related to video-generation app Sora, as
its September release was after the time frame covered by the
update.

The spike in reports follows a similar pattern to what NCMEC
has observed at the CyberTipline more broadly with the rise of
generative AI. The center’s analysis of all CyberTipline data
found that reports involving generative AI saw a 1,325 percent
increase between 2023 and 2024. NCMEC has not yet released
2025 data, and while other large AI labs like Google publish
statistics about the NCMEC reports they’ve made, they don't
specify what percentage of those reports are Al-related.
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OpenAl’s update comes at the end of a year where the company
and its competitors have faced increased scrutiny over child
safety issues beyond just CSAM. Over the summer, 44 state
attorneys general sent a joint letter to multiple AI companies
including OpenAI, Meta, Character.AI, and Google, warning that
they would “use every facet of our authority to protect
children from exploitation by predatory artificial
intelligence products.” Both OpenAI and Character.AI have
faced multiple lawsuits from families or on behalf of
individuals who allege that the chatbots contributed to their
children’s deaths. In the fall, the US Senate Committee on the
Judiciary held a hearing on the harms of AI chatbots, and the
US Federal Trade Commission launched a market study on AI
companion bots that included questions about how companies are
mitigating negative impacts, particularly to children. (I was
previously employed by the FTC and was assigned to work on the
market study prior to leaving the agency.)

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/12/openais-child-expl
oitation-reports-increased-sharply-this-year/

“Yo what?” LimeWire re-
emerges 1in online rush to
share pulled “60 Minutes”
segment
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Early 2000s tool LimeWire used to
pirate episode

As Americans scrambled to share the “Inside CECOT” story,
assuming that CBS would be working in the background to pull
down uploads, a once-blacklisted tool from the early 2000s
became a reliable way to keep the broadcast online.

On Reddit, users shared links to a LimeWire torrent, prompting
chuckles from people surprised to see the peer-to-peer service
best known for infecting parents’ computers with viruses in
the 2000s suddenly revived in 2025 to skirt feared US
government censorship.

“Yo what,” one user joked, highlighting only the word
“LimeWire.” Another user, ironically using the LimeWire 1logo
as a profile picture, responded, “man, who knew my nostalgia
prof pic would become relevant again, WTF.”

LimeWire was created in 2000 and quickly became one of the
Internet’s favorite services for pirating music until record
labels won a 2010 injunction that blocked all file-sharing
functionality. As the Reddit thread noted, some LimeWire users
were personally targeted in lawsuits.

For a while after the injunction, a fraction of users kept the
service alive by running older versions of the software that
weren’t immediately disabled. New owners took over LimeWire in
2022, officially relaunching the service. The service’s about
page currently notes that “millions of individuals and
businesses” use the global file-sharing service today, but for
some early Internet users, the name remains a blast from the
past.

“Bringing back LimeWire to illegally rip copies of reporting
suppressed by the government is definitely some cyberpunk
shit,” a Bluesky user wrote.
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“We need a champion against the darkness,” a Reddit commenter

echoed. “I side with LimeWire.”

https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2025/12/yo-what-limewire-r
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World’s largest shadow
library made a 300TB copy of
Spotify’'s most streamed songs

But Anna’'s Archive 1is clearly working to support AI
developers, another noted, pointing out that Anna’s Archive
promotes selling “high-speed access” to “enterprise-level” LLM
data, including “unreleased collections.” Anyone can donate
“tens of thousands” to get such access, the archive suggests
on its webpage, and any interested AI researchers can reach
out to discuss “how we can work together.”

“AI may not be their original/primary motivation, but they are
evidently on board with facilitating AI labs piracy-maxxing,”
a third commenter suggested.

Meanwhile, on Reddit, some fretted that Anna’s Archive may
have doomed itself by scraping the data. To them, it seemed
like the archive was “only making themselves a target” after
watching the Internet Archive struggle to survive a legal
attack from record labels that ended in a confidential
settlement last year.

“I'm furious with AA for sticking this target on their own
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’

backs,” a redditor wrote on a post declaring that “this
Spotify hacking will just ruin the actual important literary
archive.”

As Anna’s Archive fans spiraled, a conspiracy was even raised
that the archive was only “doing it for the AI bros, who are
the ones paying the bills behind the scenes” to keep the
archive afloat.

Ars could not immediately reach Anna’s Archive to comment on
users’ fears or Spotify’'s investigation.

On Reddit, one user took comfort in the fact that the archive
is “designed to be resistant to being taken out,” perhaps
preventing legal action from ever really dooming the archive.

“The domain and such can be gone, sure, but the core software
and its data can be resurfaced again and again,” the user
explained.

But not everyone was convinced that Anna’s Archive could
survive brazenly torrenting so much Spotify data.

“This is like saying the Titanic is unsinkable” that user
warned, suggesting that Anna’s Archive might lose donations if
Spotify-fueled takedowns continually frustrate downloads over
time. “Sure, in theory data can certainly resurface again and
again, but doing so each time, it will take money and
resources, which are finite. How many times are folks willing
to do this before they just give up?”

This story was updated to include Spotify’s statement.
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