The Best Nikon Lenses

With SO
many different lenses available on the market today, and at
vastly varying price points, it can often be a real challenge
to work out which will be the best Nikon lens to use with your
camera. To make matters more confusing, while Nikon FX (full
frame) and DX (APS-C) lenses are interchangeable, in practice
the use of an FX lens on a DX body will result in a lens of an
entirely different focal length. Conversely, use a DX format
lens on an FX body, and a 1.5 x crop will be automatically
applied (and deactivating this crop function will cause strong
vignetting).

Maybe you regularly use both FX and DX format cameras? Or
perhaps you think that you might want to move from one format
to the other at some point in the future?

In either case, it would pay to very carefully research all
the options available before purchasing. This will allow you
to be able to maximize lens usage between formats: say by
purchasing a good standard lens for the FX format that will
double as a portrait lens when used on DX. With this in mind,
in this guide, we review a selection of the best lenses
currently available for both APS-C and full-frame Nikon DSLRs.


https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/the-best-nikon-lenses/

In search of some more general info about camera lenses and
what to look for when purchasing them? Check out our
guide, Camera Lenses.

Ultra Wide
Nikon AF-P DX 10-20mm f/4.5-5.6G VR

APS-C

Pros:

+ Sharp image quality

+ Compact and lightweight
+ Good price

Cons:

— Slow maximum aperture
— No VR-off switch

— Plastic build

Until the Nikon AF-P DX 10-20mm f/4.5-5.6 G VR came on the
scene back in 2017, Nikon APS-C camera owners looking for a
wide-angle zoom needed to spend a considerable sum of money in
order to get anything worth using. And while intended as a
budget alternative to the expensive 10-24mm, the 10-20mm
f/4.5-5.6 is a surprisingly good lens for the money. Offering
a relatively broad zoom reach, in a small and lightweight
package, it is a lens that will no doubt appeal to many
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landscape, interior, wedding, events, documentary, and travel
photographers looking for a convenient solution for wide-angle
shooting.

Of course, as one of the cheaper Nikon 1lenses in this
category, it is built entirely from plastic rather than metal
alloy. Nonetheless, it seems quite sturdy, and will likely
stand up to regular use by all but the most demanding (or
careless) of photographers.

While decidedly compact and unobtrusive when stowed, the lens
does extend somewhat when zoomed out. Zooming is done through
a dedicated ring that is broad and satisfying to use, while a
much skinnier ring that is also a joy to turn controls the
manual focus.

AF is surprisingly fast and accurate throughout the zoom
range. Rather strangely though, there 1is no way to switch
between AF and MF focusing on the lens itself; the only way to
switch is via the LCD on the back of your camera.

More bizarrely still, there is no switch to turn off the VR
function. Of course, the majority of users will have no reason
to turn image stabilization off most of the time anyway — and
indeed will likely be grateful it comes with this feature at
all, given the relatively low retail price. However, lack of a
VR-off switch might potentially be an issue for those who
regularly shoot on a tripod: as when no vibration is present,
the VR function may start to interfere with image quality.

Image sharpness is very good across the frame — even wide open
and set at 10mm — displaying maximum sharpness at the edges
between the apertures of f/5.6 and f/8. However, there’s some
slight chromatic aberration with the lens when shooting at the
fastest apertures, with purple fringing also quite noticeable.
There’s no apparent vignetting though, and flare is well
controlled. Be aware though that the 1lens exhibits
considerable barrel distortion when used at the widest zoom



settings. This is easily corrected when processing the RAW
files.

Finally, when it comes to Bokeh, there’s nothing here to get
too excited about. But considering that it’s a relatively slow
wide-angle lens, this is in any case largely to be expected.
The front of the lens features a protective lens hood and will
take regular 72mm filters.

Nikon AF-P DX NIKKOR 10-20mm f/4.5-5.6G VR Lens

» Ultra-wide-angle view that surpasses any Kit Lens and
lets you get creative with Composition

= Compact, lightweight, durable design that’'s great for
travel and outings.Angle of view:109 deg to 70 deg

» Qutstanding Optics deliver beautiful photos and videos,
even in challenging situations

 Near-silent autofocus stepping motor is ideal for
recording video. Compatible format(s) DX

»Vibration reduction (VR) image stabilization keeps
handheld photos and videos sharp and helps with Low-
light shooting

Wide-Angle
Nikon AF-S Nikkor 35mm f/1.4G

Full-Frame

Pros:


https://www.amazon.com/Nikon-AF-P-NIKKOR-10-20mm-4-5-5-6G/dp/B072639587?SubscriptionId=AKIAJXI6D6SNANS5BPBQ&tag=apogeephoto-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=2025&creative=165953&creativeASIN=B072639587
https://www.amazon.com/Nikon-AF-P-NIKKOR-10-20mm-4-5-5-6G/dp/B072639587?SubscriptionId=AKIAJXI6D6SNANS5BPBQ&tag=apogeephoto-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=2025&creative=165953&creativeASIN=B072639587
https://www.amazon.com/Nikon-NIKKOR-Fixed-Length-Cameras/dp/B0042X9LB0?psc=1&SubscriptionId=AKIAJXI6D6SNANS5BPBQ&tag=apogeephoto-20&linkCode=xm2&camp=2025&creative=165953&creativeASIN=B0042X9LB0

+ Fast maximum aperture
+ very sharp

Cons:

— Plastic build

— Purple fringing

An oldie but goodie, the Nikon AF-S 35mm f/1.4G was the first
fixed focal length moderate wide-angle lens with autofocus to
come on the market for full-frame Nikon cameras. And while
almost ten years have passed since the f/1.4G was first
released, its status as the wide-angle of choice for many pro
shooters has nonetheless remained relatively unchallenged.

Wide, but not too wide, and boasting a very fast maximum
aperture, the 35mm f/1.4G is a great travel and street
photography walkabout lens. It’'s also the classic focal length
favored by photojournalists and combat photographers for its
ability to capture the action from up close while adding an
element of dynamism and drama to the scene.

Despite being made entirely out of plastic, this is quite a
big, heavy, and solid lens. Its controls are simple and
unfussy, with a minimalist barrel featuring only the focus
ring, an AF/MF selection switch, and a depth of field
indicator window.

Super sharp and contrasty, and offering fantastic bokeh thanks
to nine rounded aperture blades, the f/1.4G’s only major
optical flaw is that objects photographed against the light
sometimes exhibit some quite noticeable purple fringing.
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Standard
Nikon AF Nikkor 50mm f/1.4D

Full-Frame

Pros:

+ Fast maximum aperture
+ Very sharp

+ Fast AF

Cons:

— Vignetting

The Nikon 50mm f/1.4 AF D has been on the market for quite
some years but is still a fantastic buy. Every photographer
needs a good standard prime, and they don’t come much better
than this one: fast, sharp, and compact, it does everything
you need for shooting portraits, landscapes, and street
photography in low-light. What'’s more, it does so at a great
price.

Bokeh is generally very beautiful with this lens. However, due
to its regular, non-rounded, aperture blades, out of focus
light points are rendered quite angularly, rather than as the
perfect circles created by other more “bokeh-licious” optics.
There 1is also some quite evident corner vignetting and
softness when used wide open at f/1.4. Nonetheless, this drops
off rapidly as you move through the aperture settings, and
already by f/4, the image looks very sharp right across the
frame.
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The fast maximum aperture makes it well-suited to shooting in
less-than-ideal lighting conditions, and while the lens 1is
small and lightweight, it is nonetheless satisfyingly solid
and well-built. These two facts combined make the 50mm f/1.4 a
great choice of lens for those who like to travel with just a
couple of sturdy primes for intimate precision shooting.

The lens barrel features both a physical aperture ring and a
window displaying a depth of field scale. Autofocus is fast
and MF control very powerful.

Designed for use with full-frame cameras, the 50mm f/1.4D can
also fit on APS-C bodies, where it will provide the equivalent
coverage of a 75mm lens. The lens accepts filters using a
standard 52mm attachment ring.

Sale

Nikon AF FX NIKKOR 50mm F/1.4D DSLR Lens with Auto Focus for
Nikon DSLR Cameras

= The AF NIKKOR 50mm f/1.4D DSLR Lens from Nikon is a very
effective standard length lens compatible with both FX
and DX format Nikon DSLRs

= Lens construction: 7 elements in 6 groups

» Closest focusing: 0.45m/1.5 ft.

= Accepts 52mm filters;Maximum Aperture f/ 1.4 ;Minimum
Aperture f/ 16

= Includes 52mm lens cap, rear cap

Nikon 35mm f/1.8 DX

APS-C
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Pros:

+ Sharp

+ Small and lightweight
+ Fast and silent AF
Cons:

— Somewhat busy bokeh
— Plastic construction
— Vignetting

Nikon APS-C photographers looking for a small and lightweight
(perhaps even too lightweight?) standard prime lens could do a
lot worse than the Nikon 35mm f/1.8 DX. From portraits to
documentary, to street photography and landscapes, it’s just a
great all-around shooter with a moderately fast maximum
aperture.

The lens delivers ultra fast and silent focusing, and overall
handling and performance are fantastic. Central image
sharpness 1s great, even at wider apertures, with images
displaying excellent colors and contrast.

As it’s made almost entirely out of plastic (only the mount is
metal), build quality is not this lens’s strongest point
though. The only other issue of real concern is the amount of
vignetting and color fringing the lens produces when used wide
open.

Sale
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Nikon AF-S DX NIKKOR 35mm f/1.8G Lens with Auto Focus for
Nikon DSLR Cameras

= F Mount Lens/DX Format. Picture Angle with Nikon DX
Format — 44 degree

=52.5mm (35mm Equivalent). Rear Focusing; Manual Focus
Override

Aperture Range: f/1.8 to 22 ;
Dimensions(approx.):Approx. 70 x 52.5 millimeter

»Silent Wave Motor AF System. Accepts filter type 1is
screw on

= Compatible formats is dx and fx in dx crop mode

All-Purpose
Nikon AF-S 24-70mm f/2.8E ED VR

Full-Frame

Pros:

+ Fast and silent AF

+ Dust and weather resistant

+ Image stabilization

Cons:

— Not as sharp as the previous iteration of this lens
— Big and bulky

The Nikon AF-S 24-70mm f/2.8E ED VR lens is a great all-
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purpose zoom that will appeal to travel, event, and street
photographers for its ability to cover a wide range of
shooting scenarios. And with a relatively fast fixed maximum
aperture and the additional aid of onboard image
stabilization, it'’s ideally suited for shooting in low light.

Indeed, the 24-70mm two-stage VR helps to capture sharper
images more of the time, and in a wider range of shooting
conditions, than with the previous non-VR version of the lens.
AF, too, is way faster and more accurate than with the earlier
model.

Optically, zooms tend not to stand up all that well against
prime lenses. However, the 24-70mm delivers pretty solidly in
this department. It also produces attractive bokeh due to 9
rounded aperture blades. There is some slight color aberration
and edge distortion detectable at most zoom settings when
shooting at wider apertures. And performance drops at longer
focal lengths, with reduced corner sharpness becoming quite
evident beyond 50mm. Thankfully though, the lens displays only
very minimal flare, even when shooting directly into strong
light.

Anyone who doesn’t require image stabilization (for example,
if you mostly shoot on a tripod), and those looking for
something a little smaller and more discrete, might want to
consider the old G (non-VR) version of this lens. Indeed, many
photographers prefer the non-VR 24-70mm, suggesting that the
images it produces are more characteristic and visually
pleasing than the nonetheless optically very sound VR version.

Nikon AF-S FX NIKKOR 24-70mm f/2.8E ED Vibration Reduction
Zoom Lens with Auto Focus for Nikon DSLR Cameras

- Fast f/2.8 constant aperture with an electromagnetic
diaphragm
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» Sensational image quality and sharpness with virtually
no distortion, Focal Length Range : 24 -70 mm

= Minimum Focus Distance : 35-50 mm focal length — 1.2 ft.
(0.38 m) from focal plane. 24, 28, 70 mm focal lengths —
1.3 ft. (0.41 m) from focal plane; Dimensions — Approx.
88.0 mm maximum diameter x 154.5 mm (distance from
camera lens mount flange)

=4 stops of Vibration Reduction for handheld and low-
light shooting, Nonstick glass makes it easier to wipe
off water, dirt and smudges

Evolution of Nikon'’s legendary 24 -70mm
workhorse.Type:Fmount, Type E AF-S lens with built-in
CPU and F mount

Nikon AF-S Zoom-Nikkor 17-55mm f/2.8G IF-

ED

APS-C

Pros:

+ Super sharp optics

+ Very sturdily built

Cons:
— 0ld design
— No image stabilization

For Nikon DX body owners looking to move up from the mediocre
18-55mm kit lens included with their camera, the Nikon 17-55mm
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/2.8 currently presents the best solution out there. It’'s a
sharp and fast multi-purpose walkabout lens that, with a full-
frame equivalent zoom range of 26-85mm, will handle most
shooting situations impressively — whether your niche 1is
landscapes, travel, events, or street photography.

When compared with the cheaper kit lens, this is a very big
and heavy piece of glass — especially when you consider that
we're not talking full-frame here. But on the plus side, this
makes it a very rugged, hardwearing, and satisfying lens to
you use. Naturally, with a constant maximum aperture of /2.8
throughout the zoom range, this 1is also a much better option
than the kit lens when it comes to low light photography.

While the optics are super sharp, with just some slight
distortion at wider zoom settings, bokeh 1is decidedly
lackluster: only becoming a little more attractive when
shooting at longer focal lengths. Although unlikely to win any
prizes for speed, autofocus performance 1is nonetheless
perfectly adequate and has the added advantage of being
totally silent.

Nikon AF-S DX NIKKOR 17-55mm f/2.8G IF-ED Zoom Lens with Auto
Focus for Nikon DSLR Cameras

» Constant f2.8 3.2x zoom lens developed exclusively for
use with Nikon DX Format, optimized for Nikon digital
SLRs

 Dust and waterproof rubber sealing mount. Focal length
17-55mm. Maximum Reproduction Ratio : 0.20x

» High optical performance by aspherical lenses and ED
glass elements

» Silent Wave Motor enables ultra-high-speed autofocusing
with exceptional accuracy and powerful super-quiet
operation

M/A mode for quick switching between autofocus and
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manual operation

Portrait

Nikon AF-S Nikkor 85mm f/1.8G

Full-Frame

Pros:

+ Great price

+ Good bokeh

+ Sharp

+ Relatively fast maximum aperture
Cons:

— Slow AF in low light

— Plastic filter thread

— Slight vignetting

For photographers who are serious about shooting portraiture,
an 85mm lens will likely form an essential part of their day-
to-day photographic kit. The Nikon 85mm f/1.8 G represents an
affordable solution in this department. And while it is not
without its compromises, the lens is nonetheless a good all-
around performer that will satisfy the needs of most portrait
shooters.

Of course, at this price, point we cannot expect the same
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level of quality as with a lens costing 4 or 5 times as much.
But let’s be clear here: build and performance are definitely
not 4 or 5 times worse than with a top of the range portrait
lens. Consequently, few photographers will consider the pro
options worth such a huge extra outlay when in practice they
deliver so minimal an advantage.

Despite being constructed from plastic, the 85mm f/1.8 G feels
surprisingly well built. The one exception here being the
filter thread, which really should have been made from
something a little stronger.

While autofocus is beautifully silent, it can sometimes
struggle in low lighting conditions. As most people will in
any case be using the lens to shoot portraits, this is perhaps
not as serious an issue as it might have been at another focal
length. Nonetheless, if you intend to use the 85mm for
purposes beyond still head-and-shoulders portrait sessions —
say for event photography, or even simply more candid
portraits shot on the fly — vyou may want to continue your
search elsewhere. Thankfully though, in compensation, the 85mm
G's manual focus action is very responsive and satisfyingly
weighted.

Out of focus rendering is generally very attractive too, and
image sharpness at the center of the frame consistently good.
The lens will deliver its best performance when used beyond
f/2.8, at which point files are generally very sharp, edge-to-
edge. The only optical issues of note are some slight
vignetting and minimal purple fringing when the lens is used
wide open.

Macro



Nikon AF-S Micro-Nikkor 60mm f/2.8G ED

Full-Frame

Pros:

+ Very sharp

+ Great price

+ Small and lightweight

Cons:

— Maximum aperture isn’t ultra fast

The Nikon AF-S Micro-Nikkor 60mm f/2.8G ED is a fantastic
short focal length macro lens for full-frame cameras. While
particularly useful for still-life shots, it can also work
very well for shooting wildlife, birds, flowers, food,
weddings, landscapes, and even as a short portrait lens.
What's more, when used on an APS-C format body, the 60mm will
also double as an excellent standard portrait lens, offering
as it does an equivalent focal length of approximately 90mm.

Physically, this is quite a short lens — at least when seen
without its sizable lens hood. And looking at the front of the
lens, you’ll notice that the elements are surprisingly small.
These factors likely help to keep weight down too, as the 60mm
f/2.8G 1s very lightweight.

Autofocus is totally silent and performs very well in most
conditions. Meanwhile, manual focus operation can be selected
with a switch on the lens barrel. There is also a convenient
aperture display, for those who value having a way to keep
track of their settings in physical form on the lens itself.
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Aside from its abilities to shoot small objects very close up
(indeed, as close as 7.3 inches), the real selling point of
this lens is simply its outstanding image sharpness. And with
a moderately fast maximum aperture of /2.8 and the ability to
focus so close, the 60mm is capable of producing stunning
selective focus macro images — ones where anything positioned
even a fraction of an inch in front of or behind the primary
point of focus will be blown out to powdery bokeh.

It'’s also worth noting that this lens retails at a very
attractive price point. However, the fact is, it would simply
be an excellent piece of glass whatever the cost.

Telephoto

Nikon Nikkor AF-S 70-200mm f/2.8E FL ED
VR

Full-Frame

Pros:

+ Extremely sharp

+ Super fast and accurate AF
+ Great bokeh

Cons:

— Very expensive

The Nikkor AF-S 70-200mm f/2.8E FL ED VRe 1s a fast, constant
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aperture, all-purpose tele-zoom for full frame (and APS-C)
DSLRs. Offering unparalleled image quality and very impressive
performance, this is undoubtedly one of the very best lenses
Nikon has to offer right now. Although the asking price will
likely deter all but the most extravagant of enthusiasts,
professionals will be eyeing this one up for everything from
events to weddings, sports, documentary, travel, street
photography, and even the occasional head-and-shoulders
portrait.

While the 70-200mm is a pretty big lens, thankfully zooming is
internal, so the front element doesn’t extend any further out
when used. Nonetheless, despite its size, the 70-200mm 1is
surprisingly lightweight. Still, the lens feels much better
balanced when coupled with a heavy body or one with a battery
grip attached.

The zoom itself is controlled by a wide ring that is very
responsive and light to touch. The barrel also features an
AF/MF selector and switches for choosing the various image
stabilization options. The lens boasts lightning-fast AF that
doesn’t get confused even when tracking rapidly moving
subjects.

Most modern lenses are pretty sharp, so it almost goes without
saying that this one is too. Most modern lenses are not this
sharp though. Images produced by this thing need to be seen to
believe it, as the resolution is genuinely astounding. Bokeh,
too, is very attractive. There’s very little about this lens
that isn’t, other than the price of course.

You need a top of the range professional 70-200mm zoom that
blows all similar products out of the water? This is it, and
that’'s what it costs.



Conclusion

The best Nikon lenses combine durable build and fantastic
performance with outstanding image quality. Although the price
of Nikon lenses can vary massively between entry-level
offerings and top of the range products, for casual users the
increases in performance and sharpness provided by Nikon'’s
pro-level lenses may not be significant enough to justify the
considerable extra outlay involved in their purchase. For this
reason, our guide also includes entry-level lenses where the
advantages offered by professional caliber products in the
same category are likely too slight to be of real benefit or
interest to the average user.

Bear in mind, though, that while selecting the best Nikon lens
to use with your DSLR means considering technical
specifications, it should also involve a careful examination
of your personal needs as a photographer. For more suggestions
about how to choose the right lens for your camera and
shooting style, take a look at our in-depth guide, Camera
Lenses.

https://www.apogeephoto.com/best-nikon-lenses/
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