The best Nintendo Switch
controllers to buy right now

The best Nintendo Switch controllers aren’t the ones that come
with it. The removable Joy-Cons included with all Switch
consoles (except for the Switch Lite) are convenient since
they can be detached to use as wireless controllers for two
people. But their tiny contourless design isn’t that
comfortable for long gaming sessions or large hands. (And
don’t get me started on the dreaded Joy-Con drift.)

Thankfully, you have plenty of alternatives, though only some
of them are worth your money. In this buying guide, I focus on
wireless controllers that are comfortable and reliable as well
as a few with unique features that enhance your play, like
input customization and long battery life. I'm not covering
wired controllers that plug into the Switch’s dock, as they’re
almost all the same. ( and PDP make decent ones that I can
personally vouch for, but unless you detest recharging your
controllers, it makes more sense to go wireless.)

If you buy a third-party wireless controller (as in: not one
made by Nintendo), there are certain things that it likely
won’'t be able to do unless otherwise noted:

= It won’'t have HD rumble (this is what Nintendo calls its
haptics, which are precise and akin to Sony’s DualSense
in their subtlety), though some more limited rumble may
be present.

It may not have motion controls for gestures or
gyroscopic aiming in games that support it or an NFC
reader for Amiibo cards or figures that unlock special
features in some games.

It also won’t be able to turn on the Switch remotely.
(You'll have to manually press the console’s power
button.)


https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/the-best-nintendo-switch-controllers-to-buy-right-now/
https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/the-best-nintendo-switch-controllers-to-buy-right-now/
https://www.theverge.com/21504741/nintendo-switch-joy-con-drift-problem-explained
https://pdp.com/collections/nintendo-switch-controllers

= Also, while some Switch controllers have 3.5mm headphone
jacks, getting audio out of them can only happen through
a wired USB connection, not wirelessly. For most people,
pairing Bluetooth headphones to your Switch 1is a
sufficient (and very easy) workaround.
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Nintendo’s own Pro
controller 1s still the
best one out there. It
launched alongside the
Switch 1in 2017, and
i1t’s my favorite on any



console. Aside from the
Joy-Cons, 1t’'s the only

wireless Switch
controller that
includes HD rumble,
gyroscopic movement

support, and an NFC
reader for Amiibo cards
or figurines. It’'s also
the only controller
I've tested (again,
aside from the Joy-
Cons) that can power on
the Switch without



being plugged into 1it.

Beyond those qualities,
the Pro controller has

comfort and build
quality rivaling the
flagship console
controllers of

Microsoft and Sony.
It’s built like a tank,
and 1t has battery life
SO good that 1t
sometimes seems like
1t’ll never run out.



Nintendo says that it
lasts around 40 hours
per charge, so 1t’'ll
likely take casual
gamers a long time to
run down the battery.

$ 70

The Switch Pro released
alongside the Switch
console 1in 2017, and
1t’s a tough controller
to beat. It offers an


https://www.amazon.com/Nintendo-Switch-Pro-Controller/dp/B01NAWKYZ0/?tag=theverge02-20
https://www.amazon.com/Nintendo-Switch-Pro-Controller/dp/B01NAWKYZ0/?tag=theverge02-20

unmatched set of
features (HD rumble,
motion controls, NFC),
and 1t’'s one of the
most comfortable Switch
controllers out there.

The buttons and
triggers have a
satisfying bounce,

while 1ts directional
pad 1s responsive and
clicky enough to
satisfy retro gamers.



Just T1like the Switch
i1tself, the controller
charges over USB-C. And
1t’'s compatible with a
slew of other devices
you might game on,
including PCs, Android
devices, and Apple
devices 1ncluding Mac
computers running macO0S
Ventura, 10S 16, 1PadOS
16, and Apple TV.

Given the price, I wish


https://www.theverge.com/2022/8/5/23293916/nintendo-joy-cons-steam-valve-support
https://www.theverge.com/22982878/google-stadia-controller-how-to-pair-bluetooth-ps4-ps5-xbox
https://www.theverge.com/22982878/google-stadia-controller-how-to-pair-bluetooth-ps4-ps5-xbox
https://www.theverge.com/2022/6/7/23157642/apple-ios-16-nintendo-switch-pro-joy-con-controller-support
https://www.theverge.com/2022/6/7/23157642/apple-ios-16-nintendo-switch-pro-joy-con-controller-support

that 1t had other
features, like
programmable buttons or
a 3.5mm headphone jack
for audio, though
wireless audio
transmission from the
Switch to a controller
doesn’t seem possible.
But at least you can
connect headphones via
Bluetooth 1f you have
no more than two
controllers connected


https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/55973
https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/55973
https://en-americas-support.nintendo.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/55973

to your Switch at once.

a:hover]:shadow-
highlight-franklin
dark:[&>a:hover] :shadow
-highlight-franklin
[&>a] : shadow-underline-
black
dark: [&>a] :shadow-
underline-
white”>GuliKit KingKong
2 Pro


https://www.amazon.com/KingKong-Wireless-Controller-Nintendo-Switch-Bluetooth/dp/B09QJN8ZD9?tag=theverge02-20
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Controller
feels like a
Switch Pro

Controller,
and 1t
supports

both Windows


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B9BGJVLL?tag=theverge02-20

PCs and the
Steam DecKk.
Its haptics
are decent
but not as
good as
Nintendo’s,



and 1t’s
missing

Amiibo

support, but
1t adds back
paddles that
can be




customized
with 1ts
companion
software. It
also comes
with a
charging




dock, which
stores the
2.4GHz
dongle when
not 1n use.
The Ultimate
controller



comes 1in
several
variants,
but I
recommend
the
Bluetooth



ohne over the
2.4GHz or
wired
options
because the
Bluetooth
version



includes
2.4GHz as
well and
because 1t
has GuliKit
Hall effect
sticks,



which the
2.4GHz-only
version
lacks.

$ 70
The 8BitDo


https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B9BGJVLL?tag=theverge02-20
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0B9BGJVLL?tag=theverge02-20

Ultimate
Bluetooth
Controller
comes with
1ts own
charging
dock,



features
remappable
controls,
and 1S
compatible
with the
Steam Deck



and Windows
PCs thanks
to 1ts
Bluetooth
and 2.4GHzZ
connectivity
Unlike the



2.4GHz-only
version, 1t
features
GuliKit Hall
effect
sticks.
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USB
Adapter 2
can

connect to



a range of
current
and older
Bluetooth
wireless
controller




S,
including
the
DualShock
4 shown
here.
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https://www.theverge.com/circuitbreaker/2018/11/7/18068220/gbros-wireless-adapter-gamecube-controller-nintendo-switch
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