
The Extinction symbol

Extinction Rebellion banner, photo via eco hustler.com
Counterculture from the late 1950s was identified by the peace
symbol. The rave generation of the 80s had the smiley logo.
Now  we  see  the  movement  against  climate  breakdown  being
represented by the extinction symbol, brought to prominence by
the recent actions of Extinction Rebellion (XR).

https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/the-extinction-symbol/
https://www.logodesignlove.com/cnd-symbol
https://www.logodesignlove.com/cnd-symbol
https://www.logodesignlove.com/smiley-logo
https://rebellion.earth


Its growing presence around the world is certainly aided by
its  simplicity.  Just  like  the  peace  symbol,  it’s  easy  to
replicate, whether spray-painted, embroidered, printed on pin-
badges, etc., and as a result it’s easy to remember.



Climate protests in Wellington, NZ, via @ExtinctionNZ

The  circle  represents  earth,  while  the  stylised  hourglass
signifies  that  time’s  running  out.  Despite  Extinction
Rebellion protests in 2018/19 raising awareness of the design,
its origins predate the XR movement. In a recent interview for
Eco Hustler, the symbol’s designer, an east London artist
known as “ESP,” spoke of prior involvement with the UK anti-
roads movement and a background in sculpture and printmaking.
“I  was  making  protest  art  about  the  declines  of  various
individual species for a while,” he said. “But it felt quite
inconsequential in relation to the scale of the problem. I
gradually realised that the issue was so big that […] it
needed something simple that anybody could easily replicate.
At the start of 2011 I was just randomly sketching designs and
as soon as I drew the symbol I knew what it was.”

https://ecohustler.com/article/the-origins-and-rise-of-the-extinction-symbol/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_protest_in_the_United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Road_protest_in_the_United_Kingdom


Extinction symbol outside Downing Street, via ecohustler.com

ESP emailed around 20 environmental groups, offering the use
of the symbol. Only one replied to say they’d use it if it
ever got popular, but they wouldn’t circulate it beforehand.
That’s when ESP realised he had to put it out there himself,
pasting posters and tiles of the symbol on walls around east
London.

“I started off by chalking it really large on a wall down
Brick  Lane  and  some  guys  standing  across  the  street  were
joking  around,  asking  me  if  I  thought  I  was  Banksy  or
something.  I  just  ignored  them  and  carried  on.  Then  they
became curious about the meaning and one said, ‘X marks the
spot,’  then  his  friend  said,  ‘No,  time’s  running  out.’  I
turned around and was like ‘Yes!’ I walked over and gave them



a flyer about the extinction crisis that I’d printed off for
such occasions. That incident gave me confidence that people
could instantly get the meaning of it, even though the design
was somewhat stylised for ease of application.”

Extinction  symbol  in  George  Square,  Glasgow,  via
@extinctsymbol

ESP’s website makes the extinction symbol freely available to
those who wish to use it, but makes it clear that it has
always been an anti-consumerist project. “No extinction-symbol
merchandise  exists,  and  it  never  will  do.”  Extinction
Rebellion contacted ESP in 2018 about incorporating the design
into their movement.

All this is obviously about more than a logo. According to Sir
David Attenborough, “the scientific evidence is that if we

https://www.extinctionsymbol.info
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-47976184
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-47976184


have not taken dramatic action within the next decade, we
could face irreversible damage to the natural world and the
collapse of our societies.” His recent BBC documentary on
climate change is available on iPlayer, and at the time of
writing on YouTube, too (below). Everyone must see this.

[embedded content]

https://www.logodesignlove.com/the-extinction-symbol

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ypaUH57MO4

