
The  first  real  5G
specification  has  officially
been completed
It’s  been  in  development  for  awhile,  but  the  3GPP  —  the
organization that governs cellular standards — has officially
signed off on the first specification for 5G (specifically,
the  5G  NR  standard)  at  a  meeting  in  Lisbon,  Portugal,
according  to  a  report  from  Fierce  Wireless.

Having a formal agreed upon standard of what 5G networks will
actually look like is a huge step forward for getting real,
commercial 5G networks up and running, as it gives companies a
hard specification for what they need to be building.

HOT OFF THE PRESS!

Just a few minutes ago, the first spec for 5G has been
declared complete by the 3GPP!

Congratulations to all the brilliant people, from Qualcomm
and many other companies around the globe, who worked so hard
to  make  this  happen  on  an  accelerated  timeline!
pic.twitter.com/9Eq3OVAWFn

— Sherif Hanna (@sherifhanna) December 20, 2017

As expected, the finished 5G specification covers a wide range
of spectrum, ranging from the 600 and 700 MHz bands to the
millimeter wave portion of the spectrum at 50 GHz. We’ll know
more when the finalized standards are published later this
week as to the exact details for 5G.

Now that the standard has been agreed upon, the ball is firmly
in the court of carriers and hardware companies to deliver,
something that may still take a while to happen. For example,
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the International Telecommunication Union (the ITU) and the
3GPP officially defined a “4G” network as providing a 100 Mbps
data rate when moving and a 1 Gpbs (or one gigabit) while
stationary, something that our so-called 4G and LTE networks
certainly don’t provide today. (The LTE Advanced and Advanced
Pro standards will hopefully finally deliver on those speeds.)

Still, having a formal goalpost to work towards is a hugely
important part of the process, especially with companies like
T-Mobile and Verizon already promising 5G networks to start
rolling out in 2018 and 2019. And at the very least, the 5G NR
standard is significantly more progress than just having a
logo.

https://www.theverge.com/2017/12/20/16803326/5g-network-specif
ication-standard-3gpp-nr-official
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