
The head of a Biden program
that  could  help  rural
broadband has left

1. Delays in getting broadband to the people. Some states are
on the 1 yard line. A bunch are on the 5 yard line. More will
be getting there every week. These more-sweeping changes will
only cause delays. The administration could fix the problems
with the program via waiver and avoid slowdowns. Shovels could
already be in the ground in three states, and they could be in
the ground in half the country by the summer without the
proposed changes to project selection.

2. More people will get Starlink/Kuiper, and fewer people will
get fiber connection. This could be dramatic, or it could be
measured, depending on where the admin sets the threshold
limit, and whether states are permitted to award projects
above the new threshold on the basis of value per dollar, or
if they’re forced to take the cheapest proposal, even if it
provides poorer service.

3. The 3 states with approved Final Proposals remain in limbo.
They  are  currently  held  in  NIST  review  regarding  their
proposed FPFRs (the budgets accompanying their approved final
proposals).

This makes no sense – these states are ready to go, and they
got the job done on time, on budget, and have plans that
achieve universal coverage. If the administration cares about
getting shovels in the ground, states with approved Final
Proposals should move forward, ASAP.

4.  West  Virginia  (and  soon  additional  states)  who  have
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completed their work, but don’t have approved Final Proposals
also remain in limbo. They have a final proposal ready to go
that gets exceptional service to all West Virginia homes and
businesses.  Like  the  three  states  with  approved  Final
Proposals, only the current administration stands between them
and getting shovels in the ground. If the administration cares
about getting things done, they should allow any state that
comes forward with a Final Proposal under the old rules in the
next couple of months move forward with that plan.

5. No decision has been made about how much of the existing
progress the 30 states who are already performing subgrantee
selection should be allowed to keep. The administration simply
cannot  say  whether  the  time,  taxpayer  funds,  and  private
capital that were spent on those processes will be wasted and
how much states will have to re-do.

6. The wireless industry will be, effectively, shut out of the
BEAD program. There will be few, if any, locations that are
above any new cost limit that will be able to be more cheaply
served by fixed wireless than low earth satellites.

https://www.theverge.com/news/630954/rural-broadband-equity-pr
ogram-head-leaves-trump-musk-starlink


