THE LOST BOYS SERIES AND THE
PETER PAN SYNDROME

With photographic manipulation, Diaz and Young explore the
visual language, reviewing evidence of childhood and
adolescent gatherings in a group that behaves as a system that
shares attitudes, beliefs, norms, roles, and values. We can
identify with that because we do share languages, history, and
places. There is a link between patterns of our personal life
and life in the community. The thing is that humans are social
animals. We live and do things together to improve our lives
and survive. Does our life belong to us, or does it belong to
the group, society, or the state? In expanding global politics
and corporate businesses, we need clarity on this issue more
than ever. Our children need that because sooner or later they
could find they live in a dystopian world with a lack of
personal freedom.

Diaz & Young’'s narrative photomontages present fiction as
real, an important visual dialog that encourages personal
questioning and social discussion. They create a subjective
and organized image that talks about the question of personal
freedom we all have to fight for, but first of all, we have to
teach our children to be free and open-minded. Sometimes, an
innocent, wild and uncontrollable adventure, alone or with the
bunch of friends, could be one of the more important lessons
of life. Wild barefoot shore running sometimes helps in the
process. One’'s face covered with mud, too. Seemingly
unrelated, but Diaz and Young did the same thing with their
collaboration. They imbue this series with the importance of
transformation through self-reliance. The result 1is a
multilayered story as a metaphor for the journey and
experience of new ways of transitioning — personal or
humankind’s. Even their artistic adventure starts with a leap
of faith, because their collaboration pushed to the edge the
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bare concept of photography. In their life and career, Diaz
and Young believe that art is about conceptualizing an idea
that can influence the viewer and help raise a positive
attitude and the level of understanding the world.
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