
The world needs more gadgets
like LG’s briefcase TV
LG’s StanbyME Go is easily the most Inspector Gadget thing
I’ve ever reviewed. It’s a 27-inch touchscreen TV that’s built
into (and protected by) a large military-grade briefcase —
complete with an integrated sound system, HDMI connectivity,
and the same webOS software that runs on the company’s regular
TVs.

Theoretically, you can bring it anywhere, but at 28 pounds,
the StanbyME Go is far from a light load, and it’s a stretch
to call it very portable. Road trips are no issue, but I never
got bold enough to bring this thing on a flight. For one, I
didn’t want to deal with TSA scrutiny over this gadget that
looks like a Mission Impossible prop. But the briefcase is too
wide to satisfy the carry-on requirements at most airlines,
regardless.

But it’s… it’s unique as hell. And that’s what has resonated
with me over these last couple months of testing the terribly-
named StanbyME Go. You can take this briefcase TV tailgating;
you can bring it camping; if you’re traveling somewhere, it
can be a mobile entertainment and gaming solution for yourself
or the kids. I’ve had friends say they’d be open to using
something like this in lieu of a projector in rooms where a
permanent TV might be unwelcome. When it comes time to lift it
up, that excitement often dampens.
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LG StanbyME Go
$ 1196.99
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The Bad
It’s damn heavy
Unimpressive display specs for the price
Battery life can be an issue
No water resistance

How we rate and review products
Aside  from  its  heft,  the  biggest  thing  going  against  the
StanbyME Go is the $1,200 that LG is asking for what, at the
end of the day, is a pretty unremarkable 27-inch LCD panel.
It’s a 1080p screen with so-so viewing angles and a peak
brightness  of  500  nits.  That’s  more  than  fine  for  indoor
viewing, and I’ve also found it adequate for most outdoor
usage so long as you’re not in direct sunlight. (The display’s
anti-reflective  coating  helps  out  here  big  time.)  But  if
you’re  judging  this  thing  by  display  specs  alone,  paying
$1,200 for it would be lunacy. I would go wild for a 4K OLED
version of the StanbyME Go, though that would likely rocket
its price up into $2,000 territory. The nicheness of this
product is inherently part of why it’s more expensive than
many would prefer.
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StanbyME Go can be a chore to lug around.

To see any value in the StanbyME Go, you’ve got to try and
appreciate  the  sum  of  its  parts.  That  average  screen  is
attached  to  a  very  sturdy  articulating  arm  that  lets  the
display be used in three different ways. It can lay flat for
touchscreen games like chess or when playing music on the
speakers from your phone. Pull the screen up and you can
position it in either landscape or portrait orientations; the
latter can be useful if you want to mirror your phone and
scroll through your TikTok feed — or maybe give a presentation
on the road. I rarely bothered with vertical mode, but the
versatility is nice.
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The StanbyME Go is smart enough to automatically turn off its
display and power down whenever the briefcase is latched. The
hard outer shell is plenty tough — LG claims it has passed 11
different durability tests — and while I never intentionally
tried to put LG’s review unit through my own torture test, it
certainly took a few bumps during my weeks of testing and even
had a minor fall while the case was open with the screen up.
It survived all that with no issues. But the ruggedness only
goes  so  far;  the  StanbyME  Go  doesn’t  offer  any  water
resistance, so be careful if you’ll be using it poolside or
near a lake when camping. That’s a big differentiator between
this, a TV that can be used outdoors, and actual “outdoor TVs”
that  can  withstand  the  elements  and  get  bright  enough  to
combat the sun — for much more money than the StanbyME Go.
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LG  includes  a  handful  of  very  simple  games  like  the
aforementioned chess and bar games like photo hunt. But the
novelty of those fades fast, so you’ll want to plug in a
console for the real thing. Of course, this means you’ll need
to provide power for whatever HDMI devices you’re using, which
can get tricky on the go and especially outside. A portable
power  station  would  prove  super  convenient  in  these
situations.

All  the  popular  streaming  apps  are  accounted  for  in  LG’s
store, but if you want to watch them from a cabin or tent
while camping, you’ll find yourself routinely tethering to
your phone for an internet connection.
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I’ve got a soft spot in my heart for weird gadgets, which tend
to come along rarely nowadays. Most big tech brands play their
hands too safely and only release products with mainstream
appeal. From that viewpoint, I commend LG for doing something
not just a little different but so far off the beaten path. If
the StanbyME Go cost a few hundred dollars less, I’d be able
to recommend it for reasons beyond the uniqueness factor. It’s
weighty  but  thoughtfully  designed.  It’s  one  of  those



attention-grabbing  devices  that  people  will  ask  questions
about whenever they see you using it.
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