TikTok loses Supreme Court
fight, prepares to shut down
Sunday

TikTok has lost its Supreme Court appeal in a 9-0 decision and
will likely shut down on January 19, a day before Donald
Trump’s inauguration, unless the app can be sold before the
deadline, which TikTok has said is impossible.

During the trial last Friday, TikTok lawyer Noel Francisco
warned SCOTUS that upholding the Biden administration’s
divest-or-sell law would likely cause TikTok to “go
dark—essentially the platform shuts down” and “essentially..
stop operating.” On Wednesday, TikTok reportedly began
preparing to shut down the app for all US users, anticipating
the loss.

But TikTok’s claims that the divest-or-sell law violated
Americans’ free speech rights did not supersede the
government’s compelling national security interest in blocking
a foreign adversary like China from potentially using the app
to spy on or influence Americans, SCOTUS ruled.

“We conclude that the challenged provisions do not violate
petitioners’ First Amendment rights,” the SCOTUS opinion said,
while acknowledging that “there is no doubt that, for more
than 170 million Americans, TikTok offers a distinctive and
expansive outlet for expression, means of engagement, and
source of community.”

Late last year, TikTok and its owner, the Chinese-owned
company ByteDance, urgently pushed SCOTUS to intervene before
the law’s January 19 enforcement date. Ahead of SCOTUS’


https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/tiktok-loses-supreme-court-fight-prepares-to-shut-down-sunday/
https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/tiktok-loses-supreme-court-fight-prepares-to-shut-down-sunday/
https://rassegna.lbit-solution.it/tiktok-loses-supreme-court-fight-prepares-to-shut-down-sunday/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/24-656_ca7d.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/technology/tiktok-preparing-us-shut-off-sunday-information-reports-2025-01-15/
https://arstechnica.com/tech-policy/2024/12/supreme-court-to-decide-if-tiktok-should-be-banned-or-sold/

decision, TikTok warned it would have no choice but to
abruptly shut down a thriving platform where many Americans
get their news, express their views, and make a living.

The US had argued the law was necessary to protect national
security interests as the US-China trade war intensifies,
alleging that China could use the app to track and influence
TikTok’s 170 million American users. A lower court had agreed
that the US had a compelling national security interest and
rejected arguments that the law violated the First Amendment,
triggering TikTok's appeal to SCOTUS. Today, the Supreme Court
upheld that ruling.
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