
Twitter alternatives for the
Musk-averse

Twitter users (and ex-users) are still watching to see what
the next chapter will be in the soap opera called “What Elon
Musk  will  do  with  Twitter  next.”  Start  a  small  war  with
Substack? Temporarily replace its bird logo with a Doge? The
possibilities seem endless.

If you’re becoming bored with the whole thing, and you want to
continue following social networking without having to deal
with Twitter, where do you go? We’ve looked around and found
several possible alternatives. Most don’t have the size and
scale of Twitter, and it’s hard to say if any of them will
attract enough followers to give it a run for its money. Some
of them ape the real-time feed of Twitter, but most provide a
different  take  on  what  a  social  network  can  look  like.
Depending on what you get out of Twitter — perhaps you use it
to broadcast your work, or maybe you use it to keep up with
news events, or maybe you use it to connect with other Twitter
users — you might prefer some of these options over others.
But take a look and see if any of these seem worth checking
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out.
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multitude of interest groups known as subreddits.

Reddit is a well-known network that has been around for quite
a while. The site is modeled off of classic message boards,
and so doesn’t look or act the same as a Twitter feed —
instead, it is divided into subgroups, known as subreddits,
and you can join whatever subreddit piques your interest —
anime,  crochet,  Star  Wars,  sci-fi  literature,  or  whatever
flavor of politics, religion, or social topics you may want to
chat about.

There can be more than one subreddit handling a different
aspect of a topic or that has a different type of moderation.
Each subreddit has its own rules, and the moderator can kick
you out if you don’t adhere to them. You start a topic, and
the discussion on that topic is threaded; you can upvote or
downvote a topic or one of the entries in a topic. Because the
interface is threaded, there can be discussions in which an
author answers questions about a book or a tech expert helps
with problems. But Reddit is big, so expect to spend some time
exploring before you find your communities.
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its visuals than its text entries; however, users can discuss
each post.

Tumblr — which launched in 2007 and has gone through its fair
share of corporate owners — is more a series of blogs rather
than a discussion social network per se. You can easily scroll



through the latest entries of all the people you follow; click
on the entry to see (and participate in) any discussions. Each
entry  is  text,  image,  or  video-based;  followers  can  then
discuss the entries via attached notes. You can also reblog
(in other words, put the entry into your feed) or share the
entry to other services. 

A number of new features have been added over the past year,
including livestreaming via Tumblr Live. Unlike the previous
services, Tumblr does have advertising, although you can get
rid of the ads for $4.99 a month or $39.99 a year.
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Discord is more an invitational discussion service than a
free-for-all social network. It is made up of separate servers
that allow participants to participate in text discussions,
video and voice calls, and exchange files; the interface can
be heavily tweaked by the administrators depending on how they
want to handle permissions, discussions, icons, etc. In other
words, Discord can be a very useful tool, especially in the
hands of someone who is reasonably tech-savvy.

When you download the Discord app (which is available for both
desktops and mobile devices), you can list as many of the
groups you belong to as you like on the left side of the
screen. For example, if you’ve got a server from your company,
a fan club, or a group of friends, you can easily click from
one to the other.
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WT.Social  is  a  fairly  straightforward  social  network  that
advertises itself as “the non-toxic social network.” WT stands
for “WikiTribune,” which was apparently a previous iteration
of the site; it is hosted on GitHub. The interface is very
Facebook-like, with a central feed; you can follow people
(“friends”) or topics (“subwikis”), and if you don’t find a
subwiki that deals with a topic you’re interested in, you can
create your own. You can add images or videos to your posts.
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There are a number of other social networking resources out
there, of course; we’ve only touched on a few here.

While most of the networks listed above predominantly
depend on the written word, there are some quite popular
social networks that use video as their main means of
communication,  such  as  TikTok  and  BeReal.  If  you’re
comfortable with using video — or even prefer it to
text-based social networking — those are a couple of
places to go.
There  are,  of  course,  other  networks  that  focus  on
specific needs or communities. For example, LinkedIn is
geared  toward  business  and  job  hunts  (and
thinkfluencing, of course), while DeviantArt is a place
for the visual arts community.
There are also networks that are still in the works,
such  as  Bluesky.  This  experiment  in  creating  a
decentralized social network is funded by Twitter, so it
will be interesting to see what happens. It’s currently
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in beta, and you can join the waitlist to try it out.
And, of course, there is the traditional blog — which is
still a way to communicate with friends, family, and (if
you’re a creative) fans. Which blogging service and / or
software you use depends on what you want to do, who you
want to show it to, and how comfortable you are with the
technology.

The point is — no social network is forever (such as the late
lamented Compuserve, the pre-MySpace Friendster, and the yes-
it-is-still-there-sort-of AOL). Twitter has definitely had a
strong influence on community discourse over the last few
years; we’ll have to see whether it will retain that influence
under this new chapter and, if not, what will replace it.

Update  April  11th,  2022,  1:33PM  ET:  This  article  was
originally  published  on  November  1st,  2022;  since  then,
Substack Notes and the Post social networks have been added,
and some of the other entries have been brought up to date.
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