
We’ve  got  more  details  on
Aqara’s exciting new presence
sensor
More details have emerged about Aqara’s FP2 presence sensor as
presales for the device begin in China for a March launch,
indicating an international release is imminent. The sensor,
which  uses  mmWave  radar  tech  rather  than  traditional  PRI
sensing, is now available to preorder for a discounted price
of  ¥599  (roughly  $86),  according  to  this  tweet  from  the
Chinese tech blog WaveTech.

The Aqara FP2 — which we named a Best in Show at CES 2023 and
should come to the US in the spring — could revolutionize
motion control in the smart home. A presence sensor differs
from a standard motion sensor in that it can accurately detect
human presence from movements as slight as the rise and fall
of your chest when breathing, as well as know where you are in
a room and if you are sitting, standing, or lying down.

If you’ve ever found yourself sitting in the dark because a
motion sensor decided the room was empty and shut off the
lights, you can see the appeal.
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All this makes it possible to create much more specific, more
context-based automations in your home. Say, turn on this
particular lamp when someone sits in this chair after 6PM. Or
set it so that if one person gets up between midnight and 5AM,
turn on one bulb in the bathroom in nightlight mode. Another
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option would be to turn on all lights in this room when
someone gets up from this side of the bed after 8AM, but not
if they get up from the other side (useful if you’re on
different schedules).
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When I spoke with Aqara at CES, they said the FP2 would cost
around $60 in the US market; it’s unclear if the significantly
higher presale price in China indicates a change in plan.
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