
WhatsApp Pushes Back Feb. 8
Deadline  to  Accept  Its  New
Terms

WhatsApp  responded  to  pushback  over  the  new  terms  of  its
recent update, postponing the Feb. 8 deadline it had initially
imposed for users to review and accept the terms.

Despite attempts earlier this week to clarify details of its
new terms and reassure users that neither WhatsApp nor parent
company Facebook can see their messages, hear their calls or
see their shared locations, and that the update mainly applies
to  messaging  businesses  via  the  platform,  privacy
advocates—and even longtime Facebook critic Elon Musk—urged
WhatsApp users to opt for alternatives such as Signal and
Telegram.

Telegram said earlier this week that it topped the 500 million
active user mark, gaining over 25 million new users worldwide
in 72 hours.

WhatsApp said in a blog post Friday, “We’re now moving back
the date on which people will be asked to review and accept
the terms. No one will have their account suspended or deleted
Feb. 8. We’re also going to do a lot more to clear up the
misinformation  around  how  privacy  and  security  works  on
WhatsApp. We’ll then go to people gradually to review the
policy  at  their  own  pace  before  new  business  options  are
available on May 15.”

Thank you to everyone who’s reached out. We’re still working
to  counter  any  confusion  by  communicating  directly  with
@WhatsApp users. No one will have their account suspended or
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deleted on Feb 8 and we’ll be moving back our business plans
until after May – https://t.co/H3DeSS0QfO

— WhatsApp (@WhatsApp) January 15, 2021
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