
Who should be the next CEO of
Twitter?
The following is a free preview from last week’s Command Line,
my new weekly newsletter about the tech industry’s inside
conversation:

Elon Musk has said he will find a new CEO for Twitter after
users voted for him to leave. But who would, in his own words,
be “foolish enough to take the job”?

It’s a question I’ve been posing in conversations over the
past week. Based on my checks with people who would know, Musk
doesn’t appear to be running a formal search yet. And given
his propensity to lie go back on his word, he might not try to
find someone. The matter is complicated by his saying that,
even after finding a CEO, he will still run the “software &
servers teams.” That’s basically the whole company.

For what it’s worth, I do think Musk will eventually find a
CEO, not only because he told his Twitter investors he would
but because it’s the rational thing for him to do. Below are
the names that have been floated to me as good candidates
should Musk actually hand over the reins of Twitter. (I’m not
including the obvious members of Musk’s transition team that
helped him in the early days of the takeover — namely David
Sacks, Jason Calacanis, and Sriram Krishnan — since my read is
that they are not in a position to take the job if asked.)

Sheryl Sandberg, ex-Meta COO
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Pros: While Shear wasn’t on my shortlist of possible names
until I started asking around, I’m coming around to the idea.
As  the  co-founder  and  current  head  of  Twitch,  he  has
successfully sold a social media company to a tech giant and
has the experience Musk needs for his plan to turn Twitter
into more of a video platform for creators. Plus, I’ve been
hearing that the Twitch org is in disarray as of late.

Cons: He hasn’t led a public company, and Musk plans to bring
Twitter back out to the public markets in several years. And
Twitch has been unable to successfully expand outside of its
main niche of gamer livestreams.

Vanessa Pappas, TikTok COO
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Pros: Lanzone’s background is more in media and advertising,
aside from his brief stint as CEO of Tinder. He is now leading
Yahoo but may jump for the right opportunity. He has the
connections  with  the  advertising  community  and  operations
experience that Musk could use and the constitution to deal
with Musk’s antics.

Con: Unclear if he would want to work for Musk and take on the
headache that is Twitter right now.

Kevin Systrom, Instagram co-founder




