Your Big Idea Is Worth
Protecting — That’'s Why You
Need to Patent Your Invention

Opinions expressed by Entrepreneur contributors are their own.

Key Takeaways

= Obtaining a patent is crucial for securing exclusive
rights to your invention and fending off potential
copycats.

= A patent not only protects your idea but also bolsters
credibility with investors, potentially leading to
significant business opportunities.

 Patents enable inventors to generate revenue through
licensing deals, even without personally mass-producing
their invention.

You know that feeling when a lightbulb goes off in your head
and an amazing idea just pops into existence? That's the spark
every entrepreneur dreams of. Suddenly, you'’re imagining new
gadgets, epic games or the next big thing. But here’s the real
talk — what makes the difference between a fleeting daydream
and a legacy that lives on? (Spoiler: it’'s protection, my
friend!)

Let me spill some secrets from my own family’s playbook. My
son Derek, better known in the TCG universe as “Derek From
TMeck”, invented an exciting new card game called TMeck. Not
only is this game a great way to connect at family night, but
it also comes with a twist: a one-of-a-kind, patent-pending
toy component. Watching Derek build TMeck from idea to reality
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was pure entrepreneurial magic, but I knew we needed to put a
shield around his brilliance before it could truly shine. So,
we jumped into the patent process together and wow, what a
rollercoaster!

If you're sitting on the next TMeck, here’s why you should
protect your invention and look into securing a patent now!

Related: 5 Steps for Turning Your Invention Idea Into a
Product

1. Call dibs — officially

Getting a patent is basically the world’s most serious “dibs.”
It says, “Hands off, this genius idea 1is mine!” That'’s so
important in today’s world, because the minute something fun,
creative or even a little wild hits the scene, copycats want
in. Derek’s toy gadget 1is so innovative that, without a
patent, it would have been open season for giant toy companies
to clone it. Not on our watch! We filed the patent, built that
legal force field and now any would-be copycats have to steer
clear. There's something seriously empowering about telling
Derek, “No one can take this away from you.”

2. Become the boss of your niche

Picture this: You launch your game, your gadget, whatever it
is, and suddenly, you’'re the only show in town. That'’s the
magic of a patent! It’s like starting a race with everyone
else stuck behind the starting line tape. While we were
bringing TMeck out to the TCG community, the patent-pending
badge gave Derek confidence and created buzz. No one else
could ride that same creative wave. For startups and solo
inventors, this is your golden ticket to standing out, even up
against the big names!
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3. Investors will actually listen
(and value) you

Let’'s face it: Investors want more than just a cool idea. They
want something solid, like, “look, we have the legal paperwork
to prove this belongs to us” solid. With TMeck, Derek’s patent
application became our not-so-secret weapon 1in every
conversation about business growth. People light up when they
realize “Derek From TMeck” isn’t just another TCG hopeful,
he’s got an original concept locked down. For a lot of tech
and toy startups, those patents are worth more than all the
stuff in their office put together!

4. Get investors excited (and maybe
a little jealous)

Speaking of sharks (the investor kind, not the plush-toy
kind), a patent or even just a “patent pending” status is like
a magnet for serious money. Investors hear a million pitches
every week, but what makes them perk up? A proven, protected
concept. When Derek shows up — cards, toy and patent-pending
status in hand, people pay attention. It’'s that extra
credibility boost that says, “We thought this through and got
a patent pending status before we showed the invention to
anyone to secure it!” Sometimes, it’'s the only thing standing
between you and someone writing you a check, if you’re looking
for investors.

5. Unlock epic revenue combos

Here’'s something we learned on the TMeck journey: A patent
isn’t just about stopping copycats; it’s about launching
entirely new revenue streams! Imagine this: You’'re juggling
school, work or other projects, and don’'t have time to mass-
produce your invention. With a patent, you can license your
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idea to a toy company (or anyone else) and collect royalty
checks while you focus on the next big thing. For TMeck, that
opens doors to partner with the heavy hitters of the game and
toy industry. Your idea goes big-time, you get paid and you
didn’t have to set up a single assembly line. Talk about a
win-win!

Related: 11 Ways to Stop Companies From Ripping Off Your
Invention

Give your 1deas the superhero
treatment

Take it from me and “Derek From TMeck”— inventing something
new is a wild ride, but patenting it is what turns your idea
into a legend. Whether you’re rolling out a card game, an
innovative gadget or something totally out-there, don’t let it
go out into the world unprotected! Filing for a patent is way
less scary than it sounds, and it’s the best defense for you
and your future.

Who knows? Maybe the next big thing on the scene will have
your name on it.

Key Takeaways

= Obtaining a patent is crucial for securing exclusive
rights to your invention and fending off potential
copycats.

= A patent not only protects your idea but also bolsters
credibility with investors, potentially leading to
significant business opportunities.

 Patents enable inventors to generate revenue through
licensing deals, even without personally mass-producing
their invention.
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You know that feeling when a lightbulb goes off in your head
and an amazing idea just pops into existence? That's the spark
every entrepreneur dreams of. Suddenly, you're imagining new
gadgets, epic games or the next big thing. But here’s the real
talk — what makes the difference between a fleeting daydream
and a legacy that lives on? (Spoiler: it’'s protection, my
friend!)

Let me spill some secrets from my own family’s playbook. My
son Derek, better known in the TCG universe as “Derek From
TMeck”, invented an exciting new card game called TMeck. Not
only is this game a great way to connect at family night, but
it also comes with a twist: a one-of-a-kind, patent-pending
toy component. Watching Derek build TMeck from idea to reality
was pure entrepreneurial magic, but I knew we needed to put a
shield around his brilliance before it could truly shine. So,
we jumped into the patent process together and wow, what a
rollercoaster!
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